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California Fire Capt. Mark Miller lights a backfire as he and a crew from Oak Glen Fire Camp in Riverside try to knock down a brush fire near Oriole Court in Carlsbad, 
Calif., on Wednesday, May 14, 2014. Thousands were asked to evacuate their homes in Carlsbad after the blaze erupted at about 10:34 a.m. Wednesday and spread 
through rapidly heavy brush before jumping into residential areas. 

(AP Photo/U-T San Diego, Hayne Palmour IV) 


Wildfire Torches Homes in Southern California 


CARLSBAD, California (AP) 

— Flames engulfed subur¬ 
ban homes and shot up 
along canyon ridges in one 
of the worst of several blaz¬ 
es that broke out Wednes¬ 
day in Southern California 
during a second day of a 
sweltering heat wave, tax¬ 
ing fire crews who fear the 
scattered fires mark only 


the beginning of a long 
wildfire season. 

Thick black smoke dark¬ 
ened blue skies over the Pa¬ 
cific coast city of Carlsbad, 
north of San Diego, known 
for its Legoland California 
amusement park. The park 
was closed Wednesday 
because of a power out¬ 
age caused by the fire. 


At least two firefighters suf¬ 
fered minor injuries — one 
heat-related and one from 
smoke inhalation — since 
Tuesday. 

Thousands were asked to 
evacuate their homes in 
Carlsbad after the blaze 
erupted at about 10:34 
a.m. Wednesday and 
spread through rapidly 


heavy brush before jump¬ 
ing into residential areas. 
Despite a state fire report 
of 30 homes burned earlier 
in the day, Carlsbad Fire 
Chief Michael Davis said he 
knows of just three homes 
destroyed and about a 
dozen damaged, all of 
them in the same neigh¬ 
borhood. 


The wind-driven wildfire 
tossed embers onto roofs 
and trees, igniting them. 
Firefighters found them¬ 
selves evacuating people 
and battling the blaze at 
the same time, Nick Schuler 
of Cal Fire said. 


Continued on page 4 
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Death toll swells in Turkey’s worst-ever mine disaster 


DESMOND BUTLER 
SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
SOMA, Turkey (AP) — Amid 
wails of grief and anger, 
rescue workers coafed in 
grime frudged repeatedly 
out of a coal mine Wednes¬ 
day with stretchers of bod¬ 
ies that swelled the death 
toll to 274 — the worst such 
disaster in Turkish history. 


HARUNA UMAR 
ADAMU ADAMU 
Associated Press 
BAUCHI, Nigeria (AP) — Is¬ 
lamic militants again at¬ 
tacked the remote Nigeri¬ 
an town from which nearly 
300 schoolgirls were kid¬ 
napped, Nigeria’s military 
said Wednesday, result¬ 
ing in a firefight that killed 
12 soldiers and led angry 
troops to fire on a com¬ 
manding officer. 

Soldiers said the troops 
fired at a senior officer who 
came to pay respects to 
the killed soldiers, whose 
bodies were brought to a 
barracks in Maiduguri, the 
capital of northeastern Bor- 


Hopes faded for 150 others 
still trapped deep under¬ 
ground in smoldering tun¬ 
nels filled with toxic gases. 
Anti-government protests 
broke out in the mining 
town of Soma, as well as 
Istanbul and the capital, 
Ankara, with Prime Minis¬ 
ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
heckled as he tried to show 
concern. Protesters shout- 


no state. 

It’s another sign of demoral¬ 
ization in the military that is 
in charge of the search for 
the abducted schoolgirls. 
The failure of Nigeria’s gov¬ 
ernment and military to find 
them after the April 15 mass 
abduction has triggered 
national and international 
outrage and forced Nige¬ 
ria’s government to ac¬ 
cept international help last 
week. 

Nigeria’s Ministry of De¬ 
fense played down 
Wednesday’s shooting inci¬ 
dent, saying soldiers “regis¬ 
tered their anger about the 
incident by firing into the 
air. The situation has since 


ed “Murderer!” and “Thief!” 
and Erdogan was forced to 
seek refuge in a supermar¬ 
ket, surrounded by police. 
The display of anger could 
have significant repercus¬ 
sions for the Turkish leader, 
who is widely expected to 
run for president in the Au¬ 
gust election, although he 
has not yet announced his 
candidacy. 


been brought under con¬ 
trol, as there is calm in the 
cantonment" in Maiduguri, 
about 130 kilometers north 
of Chibok, where the girls 
were abducted. 

But soldiers who were at 
the scene at Mailamari Bar¬ 
racks said infuriated troop¬ 
ers fired directly at the ve¬ 
hicle carrying Maj. Gen. 
Ahmadu Mohammed, the 
general officer command¬ 
ing the army's 7 Division. He 
was not hit. 

The witnesses said the sol¬ 
diers were angry because 
they wanted to spend the 
night in a village and told 
their command the road 
was dangerous after the 


Tensions were high as 
hundreds of relatives and 
miners jostled outside the 
mine’s entrance Wednes¬ 
day, waiting for news amid 
a heavy police presence. 
Rows of women wailed un¬ 
controllably and men knelt 
sobbing or simply stared in 
disbelief as rescue workers 
removed body after body, 
some charred beyond rec- 


attack around Chibok. 
They were ordered to trav¬ 
el instead and were am¬ 
bushed, with at least 12 
killed. 

The soldiers spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they want to keep 
their jobs. 

The Ministry of Defense, 
which often exaggerates 
the number of enemy killed 
and downplays its own loss¬ 
es, said four soldiers were 
killed along with several in¬ 
surgents. 

“Troops engaged the insur¬ 
gents in a fierce combat 
and extricated themselves 
from the ambush killing sev¬ 
eral insurgents. □ 


ognition. 

One elderly man wearing 
a prayer cap wailed after 
he recognized one of the 
dead, and police had to 
restrain him from climbing 
into an ambulance with 
the body. An injured res¬ 
cue worker who emerged 
alive was whisked away on 
a stretcher to the cheers of 
onlookers. 

Energy Minister Taner Yildiz 
said 787 people were in¬ 
side the coal mine at the 
time of Tuesday’s explo¬ 
sion: 274 died and 363 
were rescued, including 
scores who were injured. 
The death toll topped a 
1992 gas explosion that 
killed 263 workers near Tur¬ 
key’s Black Sea port of Zon- 
guldak. It also left 150 min¬ 
ers still unaccounted for. 
Yildiz said rescue workers 
were trying late Wednes¬ 
day to reach the bodies of 
up to 22 people trapped 
in one zone. Some of the 
workers were 1,400 feet 
(420 meters) deep inside 
the mine, he said. 

One rescue worker who 
declined to be named 
said he led a 10-man team 
about a half-mile down into 
the mine's tunnels, where 
they recovered three bod¬ 
ies before being forced 
to flee because of smoke 
from burning coal. Rescue 
operations were halted for 
several hours into Thursday 
morning because high gas 
concentrations in the mine 
needed to be cleared. 
Giza Nergiz, a 28-year-old 
English teacher, said some 
of the victims had com¬ 
plained about safety at 
the mine. 

“We buried three of our 
high school friends today,” 
she said, walking with her 
husband Onur Nergiz, a 
30-year-old mine admin¬ 
istrator. “A lot of people 
were complaining about 
safety, but nobody (in 
management) was doing 
anything about it." 

Erdogan declared three 
days of national mourn¬ 
ing and postponed a trip 
to Albania to visit the mine 
in Soma, 155 miles (250 ki¬ 
lometers) south of Istanbul. 
He warned that some radi¬ 
cal groups would try to use 
the disaster to discredit his 
government.O 



A man cries over the body of a miner being carried outside the coal mine in Soma, Turkey, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. Rescuers 
desperately raced against time to reach more than 150 miners still trapped underground Wednesday after an explosion and fire at 
the coal mine on Tuesday killed at least 274 workers. 

(AP Photo/Depo Photos) 


Extremists attack town of abducted schoolgirls 
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Kerry meets with Palestinian leader in London 


LONDON (AP) — U S. Sec¬ 
retary of State John Kerry 
worked Wednesday to 
keep the Palestinians com¬ 


mitted to his hope of re¬ 
starting Mideast peace 
talks despite Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Ab¬ 
bas’ move to set up an 
interim government with a 
militant group that refuses 
to recognize Israel. 

Kerry met with Abbas in a 
London hotel for the first 


time since peace negotia¬ 
tions collapsed last month. 
Kerry, who is in London 
for talks with international 


partners about the Syr¬ 
ian civil war and political 
unrest in Ukraine, said he 
planned to have an infor¬ 
mal meeting with Abbas 
and that he did not plan to 
offer any proposals. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Jen Psaki said that 
during the two-hour meet¬ 


ing, Kerry reiterated U.S. 
support for the Palestinian 
people. 

“Secretary Kerry made 


clear that while the door 
remains open to peace, it 
is up to the parties to deter¬ 
mine whether they are will¬ 
ing to take the steps nec¬ 
essary to resume negotia¬ 
tions," she said “He again 
urged both sides to refrain 
from unhelpful steps.” 

The talks fell apart after 


nine months of discussions 
amid one-sided moves by 
both the Palestinians and 
Israelis. 

Israel promised to, but ul¬ 
timately did not, release 
Palestinian prisoners and 
approved construction of 
hundreds of new homes in 
Israeli settlements. 

On the Palestinian side, Ab¬ 
bas held off trying to join 
international agencies and 
conventions even though 
the U.N. General Assembly 
recognized a “state of Pal¬ 
estine” as a non-member 
observer in 2012. But in 
early April, Abbas signed 
letters to join 15 interna¬ 
tional conventions, despite 
a promise that he would 
refrain from seeking further 
recognition for Palestine for 
the duration of the nego¬ 
tiations. The U.S. and Israel 
had denounced the move 
as an attempt to bypass 
peace talks. The Palestin¬ 
ians also angered Israel by 
moving to reconcile with 
Hamas, which has been 
branded as a terror group 
by the U.S. It’s the latest in 
a series of reconciliation at¬ 
tempts since Hamas seized 
the Gaza Strip from Abbas 
in 2007, leaving Abbas with 


parts of the West Bank. 
Abbas wants to set up a 
unity government with 
Hamas by the end of the 
month. He says the new 
government will be bound 
by his plan to seek peace 
with Israel — something he 
hopes will allay U.S. con¬ 
cerns about a partnership 
with militants who refuse to 
renounce violence. 

The reconciliation with 
Hamas presents a difficult 
problem for Kerry’s peace 
effort because Israel says 
it won’t negotiate with any 
government backed by 
Hamas, which has killed 
hundreds of Israelis in at¬ 
tacks over the years. 

Psaki said Kerry reiterated 
the need for any Palestin¬ 
ian government to recog¬ 
nize Israel, commit to non¬ 
violence and abide by pre¬ 
vious agreements.” 
Congressional Republicans 
and Democrats have sig¬ 
naled that any permanent 
arrangement between 
the Western-backed Pal¬ 
estinian Authority and 
Hamas would force the 
United States to end some 
$400 million in economic 
and security aid provided 
annually .□ 



U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry arrives at Stansted Airport outside of London, where he attended 
meetings on Syria with the London 11, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, Pool) 


Round 2 as Health Nominee Reappears Before Senators 



Sylvia Mathews Burwell, President Barack Obama’s nominee for Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, testifies during a Senate Finance Committee hearing on her nomination on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, May 14, 2014. 

(Gabriella Demczuk/The New York Times) 


ROBERT PEAR 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Sylvia 
Mathews Burwell, President 
Barack Obama’s nominee 
for secretary of health and 
human services, is sched¬ 
uled to testify Wednesday 
at a confirmation hearing 
before the Senate Finance 
Committee, where she is 
expected to face tougher 
questions but no more hos¬ 
tility than she encountered 
before a separate panel 
last week. 

The hearing will probably 
focus on the Affordable 
Care Act, as Democrats 
try to show its strengths and 
Republicans try to put the 
focus on its weaknesses. 
The health law, passed in 
2010 without any Repub¬ 
lican votes, has emerged 
as an issue in many of fhis 
year’s midterm elections. 

If confirmed, as expect¬ 
ed, Burwell would replace 
Kathleen Sebelius, the fed¬ 


eral health secretary for 
the past five years. Finance 
Committee members, fre¬ 
quently frustrated in their 
dealings with Sebelius, will 
urge Burwell to be more 
forthcoming and candid, 
even if she disagrees with 
them on the substance of 
policy. 

Burwell may face questions 
about states like Hawaii, 
Maryland, Massachusetts 
and Oregon, which built 
their own health insurance 
websites with hundreds of 
millions of federal dollars 
but experienced severe 
operational and technical 
problems. 

It is unclear whether states 
can receive more fed¬ 
eral money to repair or re¬ 
place problem-plagued 
exchanges - but Burwell will 
most likely be asked about 
it. 

Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla., 
has been supportive of Bur¬ 
well, and an aide said that 


Coburn was planning to in¬ 
troduce her, as Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz„ did before 
last week’s hearing. 

It was an approach that 
worked for Marilyn B. 


Tavenner, a former Virginia 
state official who was con¬ 
firmed last year as admin¬ 
istrator of the federal Cen¬ 
ters for Medicare and Med¬ 
icaid Services by a 91-7 


vote. She had strong back¬ 
ing from the House majority 
leader, Eric Cantor, R-Va. 

In a C-Span interview 
last month, Coburn de- 
scribedQ 
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Wildfire Torches Homes in Southern California 



A firefighter pours water onto a fully engulfed home Wednesday, May 14, 2014, in Carlsbad, Calif. A brush fire 
Wednesday forced evacuation of thousands of people in the city of Carlsbad where at least two homes burned 
amid a Southern California heat wave that sparked several blazes. 

(AP Photo) 


Continued from Front 


He said the fire's forward spread had been 
stopped, but hotspots remain. More than 50 
engines are coming in from around the state 
to help in San Diego County. 

A steady stream of residents stopped at a 
roadblock on a four-lane thoroughfare as 
they tried to return home to collect valuables. 
Richard Sanchez watched nervously as a 
plume of black smoke rose near his home. He 
had left his house an hour earlier in sandals to 
run an errand. 

As authorities yelled “Please evacuate!” in Joe 
Post’s Carlsbad neighborhood, he grabbed 
a garden hose and doused a palm tree in 
flames between his home and his neighbor's. 
He debated about leaving his home but was 
worried what he might find upon returning. 
Three elementary schools were evacuated 
and expected to remain closed for the week. 
The students were among thousands in the 
area of north San Diego County who were 
told to evacuate because of various wildfires. 
Another wildfire further north forced the evac¬ 
uation of residents in military housing at Camp 
Pendleton, and the closure of an elementary 
school on the Marine Corps base. A third fire 
spread from a burning vehicle on coastal In¬ 
terstate 5 to roadside brush near the north¬ 
west corner of the Marine base. □ 
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Boy survives 11 -story fall from US building 


National park 
statistics show 
camping drop 

The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

number of overnight 
camping stays in national 
parks has declined in the 
past 15 years. 

More than 9.2 million over¬ 
night camping stays were 
recorded in the national 
parks 15 years ago in 1998. 
The number dropped to 
8.54 million five years later 
in 2003; 7.99 million five 
years after that in 2008, 
and 7.91 million last year, 
in 2013. 

The statistics include tent 
camping as well as RVs, 
backcountry camping 
and stays in campgrounds 
operated by concessions. 
National Park Service 
spokesman Jeffrey Olson 
said the decline began in 
the mid-1990s but began 
to level out around 2004. 
The numbers do fluctuate 
from year to year, howev¬ 
er, with some years show¬ 
ing increases. 

Camping and overall 
park visitation is affected 
by everything from the 
weather to the economy. 
In 2013, visitation to na¬ 
tional parks was hurt by 
the government shut¬ 
down in October. 

Overall national park vis¬ 
its were down 3 percent 
in 2013 from 2012, so it’s 
not surprising that camp¬ 
ing stays dropped as well, 
from nearly 8.4 million in 
2012 to last year’s 7.9 mil¬ 
lion. 

But in 2002, the year af¬ 
ter the Sept. 11th at¬ 
tacks, when some travel¬ 
ers chose drive-to des¬ 
tinations over air travel, 
camping numbers were 
robust, with 8.7 million 
camping stays in the parks 
— though still lower than in 
1998. 

Camping numbers spiked 
in 2009 and 2010 as well, 
to more than 8.5 mil¬ 
lion each year, when 
the weak economy may 
have encouraged some 
travelers to stay closer to 
home rather than buying 
plane tickets. 

Olson says more lodging 
options near parks is also 
a major factor in the long¬ 
term decline. □ 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A 

young boy who survived an 
11-story fall from a high-rise 
has been dubbed “the mir¬ 
acle baby" and was recov¬ 
ering in a hospital Wednes¬ 
day. Fifteen-month-old 
Musa Dayib suffered a bro¬ 
ken spine and ribs as well as 
a concussion and a punc¬ 
tured lung. Musa’s relatives 
believe he slipped through 
the railing of his family's 
apartment balcony Sun¬ 
day evening. 

The boy was in critical but 
stable condition Wednes¬ 
day, Hennepin County 
Medical Center spokes¬ 
woman Christine Hill said. 
Dr. Tina Slusher of the hos¬ 
pital's pediatric intensive 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For¬ 
mer President Bill Clinton 
said Wednesday his wife 
Hillary took six months to 
recover from a 2012 con¬ 
cussion, adding she is now 
“stronger than I am” as he 
dismissed Republican strat¬ 
egist Karl Rove's comments 
about her health. 

“I got to give him credit, 
you know, that embodies 
that old saying that ‘con¬ 
sistency is the hobgoblin 
of little minds,”’ Bill Clinton 
said at a Washington con¬ 
ference. “First they said she 


care unit told the Star Tri¬ 
bune that Musa landed on 
a small patch of mulch. 

“If you and I fell that far, we 
would be dead,” Slusher 
said. “He’s a kid. So they 
tend to be more flexible 
and pliable than you and I 
would be. Having said that, 
it’s a real gift from God that 
he made it because this is a 
huge fall.” 

A group of Somali-Ameri- 
cans who live in the area 
quickly gathered as emer¬ 
gency workers treated the 
boy and an ambulance 
took him to the hospital, 
said community activist Ab- 
dirizak Bihi. 

“When people found out 
he survived, no one could 


faked her concussion. And 
now they say she’s audi¬ 
tioning for a part on ‘The 
Walking Dead.’” 

The former secretary of 
state fell ill with a stomach 
bug in December 2012 
after returning from a trip 
to Europe, leaving her se¬ 
verely dehydrated. While 
at home, she fainted and 
fell, suffering a concussion. 
The illness forced her to re¬ 
schedule her testimony to 
Congress about the deadly 
attack months earlier in 
Benghazi, Libya. 


believe it,” Bihi said. 

Bihi said the child’s mother 
was running errands while 
his father watched the boy 
and his 3-year-old sister. 
The father had gone briefly 
into another room when 
the boy fell, Bihi said. 

In a statement released by 
hospital officials, the par¬ 
ents said they were thankful 
for the “continued prayers 
for Musa and his family at 
this time." 

The owner of the apart¬ 
ment building met with 
community members to 
discuss measures to keep 
children safe. 

At a tenants’ meeting Tues¬ 
day night. Riverside Plaza 
owner George Sherman 


The New York Post reported 
Tuesday that Rove suggest¬ 
ed at a private conference 
near Los Angeles last week 
that Clinton suffered brain 
damage. Rove disputed 
that he was referring to any 
brain damage. 

“I didn't say she had brain 
damage. I said she had a 
serious health episode,” he 
said on Fox News. 

Rove told Fox News, for 
which he is a commenta¬ 
tor, that Clinton had a “se¬ 
rious health episode” that 
would be a legitimate issue 


said maintenance staff will 
close off balcony doors for 
any tenant who asks, ac¬ 
cording to Minnesota Pub¬ 
lic Radio News. 

Sherman said he’s also 
checking to see what sort 
of permanent childproof 
locks are allowed under 
the fire code. 

The balcony meets require¬ 
ments under city building 
codes. The vertical rods un¬ 
der the railing are 5.5 inch¬ 
es (14 centimeters) apart, a 
larger space than today’s 
building code requires, 
according to Minneapolis 
city building official Patrick 
Higgins. However, updates 
to the code are grandfa¬ 
thered in. □ 


for her in a potential bid for 
the Democratic presiden¬ 
tial nomination “whether 
she likes it or not." 

Clinton allies and the White 
House pushed back on 
Rove’s comments, and Bill 
Clinton said he was “sort 
of dumbfounded” by the 
remarks. 

“Look, she works out every 
week, she is strong, she's 
doing great. As far as I can 
tell, she’s in better shape 
than I am,” the former 
president said. 

After Hillary Clinton's con¬ 
cussion, doctors discov¬ 
ered a blood clot in a vein 
that runs between the skull 
and the brain behind her 
right ear and she was ad¬ 
mitted to New York-Pres- 
byterian Hospital for treat¬ 
ment with blood thinners. 
She was released after a 
brief hospitalization. 

Bill Clinton said it was seri¬ 
ous and took her six months 
to recover. 

The former president also 
defended his wife’s re¬ 
sponse to the Sept. 11, 
2012 Benghazi attack that 
killed four Americans, in¬ 
cluding U.S. Ambassador 
Chris Stevens. 

His comments came as the 
House pushes ahead with 
a special select committee 
to investigate the attacks, 
U.S. security at the diplo¬ 
matic mission, the military’s 
response and the Obama 
administration's explana¬ 
tion of what happenedO 


Bill Clinton vouches for Hillary’s health 



Former President Bill Clinton laughs as he answers a question from Gwen Ifill of PBS NewsHour re¬ 
garding Republicans’ questions regarding Hillary Rodham Clinton’s head injury, Wednesday, May 
14, 2014, at the 2014 Fiscal Summit organized by the Peter G. Peterson Foundation in Washington. 
Lawmakers and policy experts discussed America’s long term debt and economic future. 

(AP Photo) 
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Kelly Column: 

The Trade-Offs of Relocating North to Canada 


CAITLIN KELLY 
© 2014 New York Times 

It’s a nearby country 
where most natives speak 
English and there are few 
major cultural differences 
from the United States. 
Yet the number of Ameri¬ 
cans choosing to head 
north to retire in Canada 
has remained low - reach¬ 
ing a high of 1,675 in 2008 
(for immigrants older than 
49), then dipping to 1,060 
in 2011, and rising again in 
2013 to an estimated 1,565. 
Recent changes to immi¬ 
gration law have dimmed 
Canada's appeal some¬ 
what, certainly to wealthy 
would-be residents, who 


were once eligible to im¬ 
migrate if they had a net 
worth of $1.6 million and 
could offer an $800,000 
interest-free, five-year loan 
to the federal government. 
That program, which at¬ 
tracted some people with 
money but little commit¬ 
ment to Canadian life, was 
dropped in February, and 
50,000 applications are 
to be returned, some to 
potential immigrants who 
have been waiting more 
than four years. 

But for some Americans, 
Canada's more liberal so¬ 
cial and economic poli¬ 
cies, including cradle-to- 


grave health care from the 
government, remain deep¬ 
ly appealing. So, too, is the 
draw of a country with 
spectacular landscapes 
and, in some places, more 
affordable real estate. 

“I have a garden! I have 
a tractor!" said Dr. David 
Bannon, president of the 
Medical Society of Prince 
Edward Island. For him, life 
in Canada’s smallest prov¬ 
ince - with 140,000 inhab¬ 
itants, an island so small it 
shares an area code with 
the province of Nova Sco¬ 
tia - is heaven. He moved 
to Canada in 1992 after 
growing up in Los Angeles, 
studying in Chicago and 


practicing medicine in Far¬ 
go, North Dakota, and Key 
West, Florida. 

Wooed north by his wife, 
who is originally from Prince 
Edward Island, Bannon 
said: “I'm happier here 
than I've ever been. I've 
done so much better here 
financially.” When he left 
Florida, his malpractice in¬ 
surance cost $50,000 an¬ 
nually. On Prince Edward 
Island, thanks to a provin¬ 
cial government subsidy, 
his annual cost of $8,000 
is reduced to just $1,000 a 
year. 

As a general surgeon still 
in practice, Bannon knows 


Canada's medical system 
firsthand. The major differ¬ 
ences between the United 
States and Canada are 
less medical than cultural, 
he said, evident in Cana¬ 
dian patients' tolerance 
for wait times and moder¬ 
ated expectations of their 
health care providers. 
“Canadian systems work 
because they’ve been re¬ 
gionalized in order to cut 
costs,” he explained. An 
American regional hospital 
will offer a broader menu 
of services, and “you'll get 
those services here, but 
you'll have to travel to a 
larger city for them." These 
include MRIs, CT scans and 


other complex and expen¬ 
sive tests. 

Some areas also have very 
few family physicians able 
to take on new patients. 
Katrina Brogdon, a Texas- 
born elementary school 
principal in Whitehorse, a 
city in northern Canada's 
Yukon Territory, has expe¬ 
rience with that, with two 
children active in com¬ 
petitive athletics. Faced 
with an eight-month wait 
for an MRI and a two-hour 
flight to Edmonton or Van¬ 
couver to get it, Brogdon 
and her daughter, a com¬ 
petitive swimmer, flew to 
Vancouver on their own. 


Brogdon paid $1,000 from 
her own pocket for quick 
access to an MRI, while 
their provincial health plan 
reimbursed them for the 
airfare, since the special¬ 
ist was unavailable locally. 
Her daughter, suffering 
from shoulder pain, didn’t 
want to wait any longer for 
a diagnosis and treatment 
plan. 

Brogdon's family also went 
almost five years without a 
family physician, relying on 
walk-in clinics and her hos¬ 
pital’s emergency room, 
an experience she calls 
“horrible." 

Americans who are not yet 
Canadian residents but 
hope to retire there should 
start planning at least two 
to four years in advance, 
allowing enough time to 
meet federal and provin¬ 
cial requirements, said Da¬ 
vid Aujla, an immigration 
lawyer in Victoria, British 
Columbia. Since 2008, the 
Progressive Conservative 
party has changed the 
way potential immigrants 
are selected, restricting the 
list of eligible skilled occu¬ 
pations to only about 30; 
previously most profession¬ 
al, technical and manage¬ 
ment occupations were 
acceptable, Aujla said. 
Potential residents can get 
health coverage within 
three months of obtaining 
a work permit or perma¬ 
nent status. They do not 
have to be citizens to re¬ 
ceive it. 

To obtain a work permit, 
Aujla advises his older cli¬ 
ents to attend a Canadian 
college or university on a 
student visa and obtain a 
degree, after which they 
will be given a three-year 
permit. 

“You're already acclimat¬ 
ed. You've got a network,” 
he said. And Canadian uni¬ 
versities are often more af¬ 
fordable: Graduate tuition 
for international students 
at the public University of 
Toronto, ranked highly in 
an annual survey by Ma¬ 
clean's magazine, is be¬ 
tween 16,886 and 48,293 
Canadian dollars a year, 
depending on the degree. 
In January, Canada’s cur¬ 
rency hit its lowest value - 
89.7 cents to the U.S. dollar 


- since April 2007, reducing 
the cost further for Ameri¬ 
cans. 

It is also possible for Ameri¬ 
cans to obtain work per¬ 
mits in 60 professional job 
categories found in the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement. This avenue 
gives expedited and easy 
entry for those poten¬ 
tial immigrants who have 
a signed employment 
agreement with a Cana¬ 
dian employer. “If you are 
highly skilled, age doesn't 
matter at all,” said Aujla, 
“but it's middle manage¬ 
ment that the government 
is very tough in screening." 
Alternatively, if you can 
prove that you have a vi¬ 
able business, you can 
apply to the government 
of whichever province 
you've chosen to live in. 
If your application is ap¬ 
proved, it then goes to the 
federal government, an in¬ 
terview process that takes 
about two years, Aujla 
said. “There’s no age limit 
for business owners.” 

The third category under 
which immigration is pos¬ 
sible is “self-employed,” 
reserved for farmers, ath¬ 
letes and artists. “The key 
is to show you've been vi¬ 
able and can produce in¬ 
come," which can be as 
low as $40,000 to $60,000 
a year, Aujla said. But ap¬ 
plicants must also prove, 
according to the require¬ 
ments of Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada, the 
country’s immigration de¬ 
partment, that they intend 
to make “a significant con¬ 
tribution to the cultural or 
athletic life of Canada.” 
Someone hoping to teach 
piano in Toronto, the coun¬ 
try’s largest city, might 
have less success winning 
government approval than 
someone willing to move 
to a small town in British 
Columbia, for example. 
Canadians also face high¬ 
er taxes, some of which 
pay for the health care 
system available to every¬ 
one. “We pay them willing¬ 
ly, not gladly," says Joseph 
Green, 79, a retired Ameri¬ 
can who taught for years 
at Toronto’s York University 
and now lives in downtown 
Toronto. □ 
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Dr. David Bannon, a general surgeon, outside his home on Prince Edward Island in Canada, 

May 9, 2014. The relatively few Americans who move to Canada often find that they enjoy the 
country’s more liberal policies and free health care, though there are adjustments to make. “I’m 
happier here than I’ve ever been,” Bannon said. (Daniel St. Louis/The New York Times) 










New report highlights child 
labor on US tobacco farms 

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — An international rights group is 
pushing the federal government and the tobacco in¬ 
dustry to take further steps to protect children working 
on U.S. tobacco farms. 

A report released Wednesday by Human Rights Watch 
claims that children as young as 7 are sometimes work¬ 
ing long hours in fields harvesting nicotine- and pesti¬ 
cide-laced tobacco leaves under sometimes hazard¬ 
ous conditions. Most of what the group documented is 
legal, but it wants cigarette makers to push for safety on 
farms from which they buy tobacco. 

Human Rights Watch details findings from interviews 
with more than 140 children working on farms in North 
Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia, where a 
majority of the country’s tobacco is grown. 

"The U.S. has failed America's families by not meaning¬ 
fully protecting child farmworkers from dangers to their 
health and safety, including on tobacco farms,” said 
Margaret Wurth, children’s rights researcher and co¬ 
author of the report. 

Human Rights Watch met with many of the world’s big¬ 
gest cigarette makers and tobacco suppliers to discuss 
its findings and push them to adopt or strengthen poli¬ 
cies to prevent the practices in their supply chains. 

The companies say they are concerned about child 
labor in their supply chains and have developed stan¬ 
dards, including requiring growers to provide a safe work 
environment and adhere to child labor laws, the group 
said. "This report uncovers serious child labor abuses 
that should not occur on any farm, anywhere,” Andre 
Calantzopoulos, CEO of Philip Morris International Inc., 
the world’s second-biggest cigarette seller, said in a 
statement. “More work remains to be done to eliminate 
child and other labor abuses in tobacco growing.” Al- 
tria Group Inc., owner of the nation’s biggest cigarette 
maker, Philip Morris USA, said it wants suppliers to follow 
the law. But Altria spokesman Jeff Caldwell also said 
that restricting tobacco work to people 18 and over "is 
really contrary to a lot of the current practices that are 
in place in the U.S. and is at odds in these communities 
where family farming is really a way of life.” 

About 736,500 children under 18 were reported to have 
worked on U.S. farms in 2012, but there are no figures for 
children working on tobacco farms, according to the 
federally funded National Children’s Center for Rural 
and Agricultural Health and Safety. 

Less than 1 percent of U.S. farmland grows tobacco, 
according to the 2012 Census of Agriculture. 

According to the Human Rights Watch report, U.S. agri¬ 
culture labor laws allow children to work longer hours at 
younger ages and in more hazardous conditions than 
children in any other industry. With their parent’s permis¬ 
sion, children as young as 12 can be hired for unlimited 
hours outside of school hours on a farm of any size. And 
there’s no minimum age for children to work on small 
farms. In 2011, the Labor Department proposed chang¬ 
es that would have prohibited children under 16 from 
working on tobacco farms, but they were withdrawn in 
2012. Nearly three-quarters of the children interviewed 
in 2012 and 2013 reported vomiting, nausea and head¬ 
aches while working on tobacco farms. The symptoms 
they reported are consistent with nicotine poisoning 
often called Green Tobacco Sickness, which occurs 
when workers absorb nicotine through their skin while 
handling tobacco plants. 

Those interviewed, many of whom were children of 
Hispanic immigrants but were often U.S. citizens them¬ 
selves, also reported worked long hours, often in ex¬ 
treme heat, without overtime pay or sufficient breaks 
and wore no, or inadequate, protective gear.Q 
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US Financial Front: 

America’s producer prices jump in April 



Anthony Zingale wires blender motors at the Vitamix manufacturing facility in Strongsville, Ohio. 
The Labor Department released the Producer Price Index for April on Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Mark Duncan) 


The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

prices that U.S. companies 
receive for their goods and 
services rose in April by the 
most in 19 months, a sign 
that inflation may be pick¬ 
ing up from very low levels. 
The producer price index 
rose a seasonally adjusted 
0.6 percent from March 
to April, the Labor Depart¬ 
ment said Wednesday, af¬ 
ter a 0.5 percent increase 
from February to March. 
April’s increases were led 
by higher food prices and 
greater retailer and whole¬ 
saler profit margins. 

Over the past 12 months, 
producer prices have risen 
2.1 percent, the biggest 
12-month gain in more 
than two years. 

That figure is roughly in line 
with the Federal Reserve’s 
2 percent inflation target. 
The producer price index 
measures price changes 
before they reach con¬ 
sumers. 

Excluding the volatile cat¬ 
egories of food, energy 
and retailer and wholesal¬ 
er margins, however, the 
month-to-month increase 
in April was smaller: Core 
prices rose 0.3 percent 
from March. 

Ian Shepherdson, chief 
economist at Pantheon 
Macroeconomics, noted 
that the profit margins 


dropped sharply over the 
winter before increasing in 
the past two months, “so 
we can’t yet say an up¬ 
ward trend is emerging.” 
Still, the report suggests that 
inflation may be picking up 
after coming in below 2 
percent for two years. 

That could reflect better 
economic health: High¬ 
er inflation is generally a 
sign of rising consumer 
demand. Paul Dales, an 
economist at Capital Eco¬ 
nomics, noted that a sharp 
gain in profit margins for 
machinery and equipment 
wholesalers drove over¬ 
all margins higher. That’s 
a sign that companies 
are stepping up their pur¬ 
chases of large equipment 
after a weak first quarter. 
Dales said. 

A key question is whether 
the sharp increases in pro¬ 
ducer prices of the past 
two months will flow into 
consumer prices. 

Wage increases have 
been weak, and unem¬ 
ployment remains high at 
6.3 percent. The squeeze 
for consumers means that 
manufacturers and retail¬ 
ers haven't been able to 
raise prices much. 

April’s consumer price in¬ 
dex will be released Thurs¬ 
day. 

Dales forecasts that con¬ 
sumers will pay a bit more 


by 2015. 

“We are expecting the 
stronger economic recov¬ 
ery and rising wage growth 
to push core (consumer) 
inflation above 2 percent 
next year,” he said. 

The two months of big in¬ 
creases have liffed whole¬ 
sale inflation from histori¬ 
cally low levels. The pro¬ 
ducer price index rose just 
1.2 percent in 2013 after 
a 1.4 percent increase in 
2012. 

Food costs jumped 2.7 per¬ 
cent in April, the highest 
in more than three years, 
driven by an 8.4 percent 
increase in meat prices. 
Profit margins received by 
retailers and wholesalers 
rose 1.4 percent in April, 
the same as in the previ¬ 
ous month. Margins are re¬ 
bounding after sharp drops 
over the winter months. 
Profits had been held 
down by discounting af¬ 
ter the winter holidays and 
by harsh weather in Janu¬ 
ary and February that kept 
shoppers at home. 

Low inflation has enabled 
the Fed to pursue extraor¬ 
dinary stimulus programs to 
try to boost spending, hir¬ 
ing and economic growth. 
It has begun to unwind 
some of its stimulus, cutting 
its monthly bond purchas¬ 
es to $45 billion from $85 
billion last year. □ 
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Hole in Heart of Brooklyn 


New York Minute: 


New Rowhouses Fill a 


DAVID W. DUNLAP 
© 2014 New York Times 
NEW YORK - On a sidewalk along 
State Street, cater-corner from the 
foreboding Brooklyn Correction 
Complex, new graffiti appeared 
over the weekend. 

The message was clearly meant 
to be scanned from the bottom 


straint and imagination. 

For starters, they furnished 16 
houses with stoops. “You need the 
stoop to create street life," Marvel 
said. “The stoop becomes the am¬ 
phitheater.” 

The redbrick stoop houses are in¬ 
terspersed with three houses in 
pale cream-colored brick and 


basements and imposing parlor 
floors - align with one another and 
with those of five landmark brown- 
stones that survive in their midst. 
“We were cognizant of not being 
too modern in our approach,” said 
Abby C. Hamlin, president of Ham¬ 
lin Ventures, who developed the 
rowhouses with Francis J. Green- 



A row of new townhouses on State Street in the Brooklyn borough of New York, May 8, 2014. The rowhouses bookend a row 
of landmark brownstones with designs meant to complement them while remaining modem. (Uli Seit/The New York Times) 


up. The first line read, “1The next, 
“2/3.” Then, “4.” Then, “5/6.” It was 
an impromptu hopscotch board 
and the chalky signpost of a re¬ 
markable development: 23 new 
rowhouses that have helped close 
a long-open wound in Boerum Hill, 
on the edge of downtown Brook¬ 
lyn. 

Families with young children (and 
plenty of money) have moved in. 

It is one thing to fashion a residen¬ 
tial project 505 feet high, stacking 
residents who barely know their 
neighbors’ names on top of one 
another. Marvel Architects had 
the chance to fashion a residential 
project 505 feet long and create 
a place in which neighbors might 
grow together. 

The principal architects, Jonathan 
J. Marvel and Nebil Gokcebay, 
designed with intelligence, re¬ 


three in charcoal-gray brick. One 
is clad in copper panels. “After a 
couple of glasses of wine, you can 
come home and find your own 
house,” Marvel said. That is, if you 
can see it through the lush canopy 
created by the littleleaf lindens 
that have been planted in front of 
the new homes. 

Though simple, the buildings have 
intriguing details that repay many 
glances, as good houses do. 
For example, six have thin black 
window frames that appear to 
emerge from or recede into the 
brick walls. Closer inspection re¬ 
veals that the window frames are 
all the same depth. It is the angle 
of the walls that changes. 

Despite such distinctions, the 
houses appear to form a cohe¬ 
sive whole. In part, that is because 
their principal elements - roof lines, 


burger, chairman and chief exec¬ 
utive of Time Equities. 

Hamlin said the designs were re¬ 
viewed by the Hoyt-Schermerhorn 
Community Task Force in the bor¬ 
ough president's office. “The com¬ 
munity had to get comfortable," 
she said. 

In 2007, the first 14 houses were 
completed to the west of the land¬ 
mark row. They sold out at an av¬ 
erage of $2.6 million each, Hamlin 
said. The nine houses at the east 
end of the block are nearing com¬ 
pletion, at a cost of about $24 mil¬ 
lion. Their average sales price was 
$3.6 million each. 

The last available house, the cop¬ 
per-clad bookend at the corner of 
Hoyt Street, is expected to close 
on Thursday for $4.2 million, Hamlin 
said. 

That is not much less than the $4.65 


million that Hamlin and Green- 
burger paid 12 years ago for al¬ 
most the entire city block bound¬ 
ed by State, Hoyt, Schermerhorn 
and Smith streets. 

At the time of the purchase, the 
block was empty of buildings, ex¬ 
cept for the five noble Italianate 
brownstones that were built in 
the 1870s. They were designated 
landmarks in 1973, as were 18 se¬ 
rene Greek Revival and Italianate 
rowhouses on the opposite side of 
State Street. 

Much of the block had been 
cleared in the 1920s to permit con¬ 
struction of the Independent Sub¬ 
way System. The Hoyt-Schermer¬ 
horn station on the A, C and G 
lines is only about three feet below 
street level at the northeast corner 
of the block, Hamlin said. An Edi¬ 
son ParkFast lot is there. 

The expense and complication of 
building over a subway line were 
among many things - including 
strong neighborhood opposition 
and the near-bankruptcy in 1975 
of the state’s Urban Development 
Corp. - that stymied redevelop¬ 
ment of the block in recent de¬ 
cades. To acquire the enormous 
site from the Empire State Devel¬ 
opment Corp., successor to the 
Urban Development Corp., Hamlin 
and Greenburger had to provide 
affordable housing on the block. 
They donated a parcel on 
Schermerhorn Street to a joint ven¬ 
ture of Common Ground and the 
Actors Fund, which developed an 
11-story, $59 million building with 
217 studio apartments for single 
adults on low incomes. Some ten¬ 
ants are living with HIV and AIDS, 
some were homeless, some work 
in the performing arts, some have 
mental health problems. Social 
services are provided in the build¬ 
ing. The ground floor is occupied 
by the Actors Fund Art Center the¬ 
ater and the Brooklyn Ballet. 

Yards away, but a world apart, 
Kate Perry hurried to spin class 
from the State Street town house in 
which she and her husband have 
lived for 32 years. “We were thrilled 
when the new houses were built," 
she said. “The street feels com¬ 
plete now."Q 




























Ukraine begins peace talks without separatists 


YURAS KARMANAU 
NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — Euro¬ 
pean-backed peace talks 
on ending Ukraine's crisis 
began with little promise 
Wednesday when pro- 
Russian insurgents — who 
weren’t even invited to the 
session — demanded that 
the Kiev government rec¬ 
ognize their sovereignty. 
The “road map” put forth 
by the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation 
in Europe calls for national 
dialogue as a first step to¬ 
ward resolving the esca¬ 
lating tensions, in which 
the insurgents have seized 
government buildings in 
eastern Ukraine and de¬ 
clared independence, 
while government forces 
have mounted limited of¬ 
fensives to retake control 
of the region. 

But instead of a dialogue, 
the day was more a case 
of competing monologues, 
with the two sides as far 


apart as ever. 

Denis Pushilin, a leader of 
the insurgency in the city 
of Donetsk, said his faction 
was not invited to the gov¬ 
ernment-organized round¬ 
table in Kiev, and that the 
“talks with Kiev authorities 
could only be about one 
thing: the recognition of 
the Donetsk People’s Re¬ 
public.” 

Acting President Oleksandr 
Turchynov said in his open¬ 
ing remarks at the Kiev 
talks that authorities were 
“ready for a dialogue," but 
insisted they will not talk 
to the pro-Russia gunmen, 
which the government has 
denounced as “terrorists." 
“Those armed people who 
are trying to wage a war 
on their own country, those 
who are with arms in their 
hands trying to dictate their 
will, or rather the will of an¬ 
other country — we will use 
legal procedures against 
them and they will face jus¬ 
tice,” he said. 

The talks lasted 2 1/2 hours 


and ended inconclusively, 
with only a vague plan to 
meet again in a few days. 
Ukraine’s crisis began with 
mass protests last winter 


against Russia-friendly Pres¬ 
ident Viktor Yanukovych, 
who eventually fled to Rus¬ 
sia in late February amid 
rising bloodshed, includ¬ 


ing demonstrators killed 
by snipers alleged to have 
been police. 

The protests included a 
strong faction of Ukrainian 


nationalists. Predominantly 
Russian-speaking regions 
of eastern and southern 
Ukraine denounced the 
government in Kiev that 


took over as a junta bent 
on repressing them. 

The Black Sea peninsula of 
Crimea voted to secede 
in March and was quickly 
annexed by Russia. Armed 
men seized police sta¬ 
tions and other buildings 
in a large swath of eastern 
Ukraine. 

Kiev and the West alleged 
Russia was fomenting the 
unrest, which Moscow de¬ 
nies. The U.S. and European 
Union has imposed sanc¬ 
tions on Russia in the crisis. 
Ukraine’s economy was in 
perilous shape even before 
the protests, and months 
of constant disorder have 
raised fears of severe suf¬ 
fering. 

Rinat Akhmetov, regarded 
as Ukraine’s richest industri¬ 
alist and an influential fig¬ 
ure in the Donetsk region, 
made a rare public state¬ 
ment Wednesday urging 
the region to remain part 
of Ukraine. 

Continued on page 27 



Denis Pushilin, a leader of the insurgency that has declared an 
independent “people's republik” in the Donetsk region, speaks 
at a news conference in eastern Ukraine city of Donetsk on 
Wednsday May 14, 2014. Pushilin said his faction wasn’t invited 
to government-organized roundtable talks in Kiev. 

(AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka) 


Yemen Army and al-Qaida battle; 42 dead 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 

Fierce fighting between sol¬ 
diers and al-Qaida militants 
in southern Yemen killed at 
least 42 people Wednes¬ 
day, as families fled past 
destroyed homes, burning 
cars and streets littered 
with corpses, witnesses and 
officials said. 

The fighting in the town of 
Azzan in Shabwa province 
comes amid an ongo¬ 
ing army offensive against 
al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula, Yemen’s local 
branch of the terror group 
that the U.S. considers the 
world’s most dangerous. 
Al-Qaida militants tried to 
retake the town in a dawn 
attack as government war¬ 


planes and naval forces 
bombed militants hiding 
in homes, officials said. 
Soldiers battled militants 
for hours in street-to-street 
clashes. 

Maj. Gen. Ahmed Seif al- 
Yafie said that the fighting 
killed at least 30 al-Qaida 
militants, including six of 
the local leaders of the ter¬ 
ror group. He did not offer 
casualty figures for govern¬ 
ment forces. 

Yemeni security officials, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity as they weren’t 
authorized to brief journal¬ 
ists, said the clashes killed 
at least 12 government 
troops. It wasn’t immedi¬ 
ately clear if there were ci¬ 
vilian casualties. 

Al-Yafie also said al-Qaida 


militants used child soldiers 
in the fighting, without 
elaborating. 

The military warned resi¬ 
dents by loudspeaker to ei¬ 
ther leave the town or not 
to provide shelter to mili¬ 
tants during the fighting. 
Mahmoud al-Ayashi, a 
resident who fled the town 
with his family, said that the 
bombardment from the 
two sides turned the town 
into an inferno. 

“This town has seen so 
many battles before but 
this is the worst,” he said. “I 
saw cars on fire, bodies in 
the streets, including those 
in military uniform.” 
Al-Ayashi said he saw 
whole families packing be¬ 
longings into their cars to 
flee. 
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In push for unity ; 

Hamas clears out of Abbas’ Gaza home 


KARIN LAUB 

Associated Press 

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 

— Hamas on Wednesday 
cleared out of the private 
Gaza residence of Pales¬ 
tinian President Mahmoud 


more compelling reasons 
than in the past to strike a 
compromise. 

Hamas has faced grow¬ 
ing regional isolation and 
a crippling financial crisis in 
recent months, largely a re- 


The ideological gap be¬ 
tween Abbas and Hamas 
remains wide, and a tem¬ 
porary government of 
technocrats is meant to 
paper over those differ¬ 
ences. 



Palestinian officers of Hamas security forces walk out of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas’s 
house while they clear the house before they give it to Fatah representatives in Gaza City, in the 
northern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Adel Hana) 


Abbas, in the most con¬ 
crete sign yet that the rivals 
are moving toward recon¬ 
ciliation. 

The Islamic militant Hamas 
took over the residence 
when it seized Gaza from 
the Western-backed Ab¬ 
bas in 2007, leaving him 
with only parts of the West 
Bank. Since then, the rivals 
have become entrenched 
in their respective territo¬ 
ries, setting up separate 
governments. 

Repeated reconciliation 
efforts have failed, but the 
current one might have a 
better chance because 
both sides seem to have 


suit of an asphyxiating bor¬ 
der closure by neighboring 
Egypt. 

Abbas, meanwhile, suf¬ 
fered a political setback 
when the latest nine-month 
round of peace negotia¬ 
tions with Israel ran aground 
last month. 

On April 23 the two sides 
agreed to revive a previ¬ 
ous reconciliation deal that 
was never implemented. 
Under that deal, Abbas is to 
form an interim unity gov¬ 
ernment of technocrats by 
the end of May. The main 
task of the government is to 
prepare for general elec¬ 
tions by 2015. 


At the same time, Abbas 
needs to reassure West¬ 
ern donor countries, which 
consider Hamas a terror or¬ 
ganization, that the Islamic 
militants will not play a role 
in his new administration. 
Abbas has said any unity 
government would recog¬ 
nize Israel, renounce vio¬ 
lence and uphold previous 
interim deals — positions 
Hamas rejects. Gaza Prime 
Minister Ismail Haniyeh said 
Wednesday that Hamas is 
willing to do its part to end 
the Palestinian split, but 
that the movement would 
not “abandon its fixed po¬ 
litical positions.”□ 


WHO says MERS virus is 
not an emergency yet 

MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 

LONDON (AP) — The spread of a puzzling respiratory virus 
in the Middle East and beyond doesn’t yet constitute a 
global health emergency despite a recent spike in cases, 
the World Health Organization said Wednesday. 

The decision was made after a meeting of WHO’s expert 
group on the Middle East respiratory syndrome, or MERS. 
Since 2012, MERS has sickened more than 500 people 
and killed 145, mostly in the Middle East. The vast majority 
of cases have been in Saudi Arabia, although the disease 
has spread within the region and to Asia, North Africa, 
Europe and the United States. 

MERS often starts with flu-like symptoms but can lead to 
pneumonia, breathing problems and in severe cases, 
kidney failure and death. 

“Calling a global emergency in a world which has a lot 
of urgent issues going on is a major act,” Dr. Keiji Fukuda, 
an assistant director-general of WHO, told reporters 
Wednesday. “You have to have really solid information to 
say this is a global emergency.” 

Fukuda said there wasn't yet proof of the virus' sustained 
transmission among people. 

Last week WHO did declare the world's widening polio 
outbreaks to be an international health emergency. 
Some scientists said while MERS technically meets the 
criteria for a global health emergency, declaring it as 
such could confuse the public. 

“People might think (WHO) is crying wolf because MERS is 
still primarily a problem in the Middle East,” said Michael 
Osterholm, an infectious diseases expert at the University 
of Minnesota who has worked in the Middle East. “But if 
one of those infected people gets on a plane and lands in 
London, Toronto, New York or Hong Kong and transmits to 
another 30 people, everyone will have a different view.” 
On Wednesday, the Netherlands' National Institute for 
Public Health and the Environment announced its first 
case of MERS, a man who became infected during a 
visit to Saudi Arabia. He is now in isolation at a hospital in 
The Hague. Saudi Arabia’s health ministry also reported 
five more MERS deaths on Wednesday. In the past 24 
hours, the kingdom has identified 16 new cases in Riyadh, 
Jiddah and Medina. 

Some experts say the spread of MERS is worryingly similar 
to the 2003 global outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome or SARS, which infected about 8,000 people in 
2003, killing nearly 800. MERS is genetically related to SARS. 
Scientists are unsure exactly how people are catching 
MERS but suspect the disease is linked to camels. WHO 
recommends that people avoid contact with the animals, 
skip drinking camel milk or using camel urine in traditional 
medicines and only eat camel meat that has been well 
cooked. □ 
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Vietnam: Factories burned in anti-China protests 


CHRIS BRUMMITT 
Associated Press 
HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — 

Mobs burned and looted 
scores of foreign-owned 
factories in Vietnam fol¬ 
lowing a large protest by 
workers against China’s 
recent placement of an oil 
rig in disputed Southeast 
Asian waters, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The unrest at industrial 
parks near Ho Chi Minh 
City is the most serious out¬ 
break of public disorder 
in the tightly controlled 
country in years. It points 
to the dangers for the gov¬ 
ernment as it tries to man¬ 
age public anger at China 
while also itself protesting 
the Chinese actions in an 
area of the South China 
Sea claimed by Vietnam. 
Vietnam has sent ships to 
confront the rig which are 
engaged in a tense stand¬ 
off with Chinese vessels 
protecting it. 

The rioting Tuesday into 
Wednesday in Binh Duong 
province followed protests 
by up to 20,000 workers at 
the industrial parks. Smaller 
groups of men attacked 
factories they believed 
were Chinese-run, but 
many were Taiwanese or 
South Korean, the provin¬ 
cial government said in a 
statement. 

On Wednesday morning, 
groups of men on motor¬ 
bikes remained on the 
streets and factories in the 
area were closed, said a 
park manager who de¬ 
clined to give his name 
because of the sensitivity 
of the situation. Riot po¬ 
lice were stationed around 
the area but men were 
still seen carrying looted 
goods, said a security 
guard, who also declined 
to be identified. 

Firefighters battled to ex¬ 
tinguish a fire at Tan Than 
Industries, a Taiwanese 


bicycle factory, where 
walls were toppled in the 
riots. Smoke poured out 
of blackened windows at 
other factories, as people 
waved Vietnamese flags 
while riding motorcycles 
through the streets. 

Police said 440 people had 
been detained over the 
violence. Tran Van Nam, 
vice chairman of the Bing 
Duong government, said 
Chinese, Taiwanese and 
South Korean factories that 
hadn't already shut down 
had been asked to do so 
temporarily for the sake of 
public order. He said the 
“situation was now under 
control.” 

Taiwanese-owned athletic 
shoe manufacturer Yue 
Yuen, which makes shoes 
for Nike, Adidas and Ree- 
bok, said it had closed its 
three complexes close to 
Ho Chi Minh City as a pre¬ 
cautionary measure. “We 
believe that this should 
be solved very soon, that 
somehow ultimately it will 
be up to the government 
authorities to guide the 
overall sentiment,” com¬ 
pany spokesman Jerry 
Shum said. 


SONIA PEREZ 
Associated Press 
GUATEMALA CITY (AP) — 

Guatemala’s Congress 
approved a non-binding 
resolution that denies there 
was any attempt to com¬ 
mit genocide during the 
bloody 36-year civil war, 
while calling for “national 
reconciliation” in the Cen¬ 
tral American country. 

“It is legally impossible ... 
that genocide could have 
occurred in our country’s 
territory during the armed 
conflict,” said the resolu¬ 
tion, which passed late 
Tuesday with support from 


The Singapore govern¬ 
ment, which operates two 
industrial parks hit by riot¬ 
ers, called on Vietnam “to 
act immediately to restore 
law and order... before the 
security situation worsens 
and investor confidence is 
undermined.” 

The security guard said 
looters stormed his factory 
at 1 a.m. and took comput¬ 
ers and anything valuable. 
“The whole industrial zone 


87 of the 158 legislators. 

The resolution was pro¬ 
posed by Luis Fernando 
Perez, a legislator for the 
party founded by former 
dictator Efrain Rios Montt. 
Rios Montt was convicted 
of genocide for crimes dur¬ 
ing his 1982-83 rule, but a 
court later annulled the 80- 
year sentence for the mas¬ 
sacre of thousands of Ma¬ 
yans and ordered his trial 
re-started. 

The vote apparently will 
have no effect on the trial, 
which is scheduled to be¬ 
gin again in January. 
Groups representing Gua- 


looks like it was just smashed 
by a typhoon,” the guard 
said. Another executive 
said many foreign-owned 
factories were putting ban¬ 
ners on the gates of the 
factories saying, “We love 
Vietnam” and “Hoang Sa, 
Truong Sa - Vietnam,” using 
the Vietnamese names for 
the Paracel and Spratly is¬ 
lands claimed by both Viet¬ 
nam and China. 

The government said 


temala’s Indians, the prin¬ 
cipal victims among the 
estimated 250,000 people 
killed during the 1960-96 
civil war between a U.S.- 
supported government 
and leftist movements, 
have said the annulment of 
the Rios Montt verdict was 
a denial of justice. 
Opposition congressman 
Leonel Lira criticized the 
resolution, saying such ef¬ 
forts “create more divisions 
in Guatemalan society.” 
“This shows that they aren’t 
really looking for reconcili¬ 
ation, but rather there’s an 
ideological point they’re 


the protests were initially 
peaceful but were hi¬ 
jacked by “extremists" who 
incited people to break 
into the factories. It said at 
least 15 factories were set 
alight and hundreds more 
vandalized or looted. 
China's Foreign Ministry 
and its embassy in Hanoi is¬ 
sued warnings to Chinese 
citizens and urged Viet¬ 
nam’s government to pro¬ 
tect them. □ 


trying to make,” Lira said. 
Relatives and representa¬ 
tives of the army’s victims 
during the civil war called 
lawmakers’ decision racist 
and offensive. 

Diego Rivera, leader of the 
Movement of Victims in 
Northern Quiche, said the 
decision affects the victims 
that are still fighting for jus¬ 
tice. “It can't be denied 
that there was genocide, 
our proof is the more than 
1,771 human remains,” Ri¬ 
vera said. “No one can 
hide there were several 
massacres. That’s a racist 
attitude.”□ 



A protester waves a Vietnamese flag while standing amongst motorcyclists in Quan Doan 4, Binh 
Duong province, near Song Than 2 Industrial Park in Vietnam, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Nesmith) 

Guatemala’s congress votes to deny genocide 
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Manila says China reclaiming land in disputed sea 


JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 

— The Philippines has pro¬ 
tested China’s reclamation 
of land in a disputed reef in 
the South China Sea that 
can be used to build an air¬ 
strip or an offshore military 
base in the increasingly vol¬ 
atile region, the country’s 
top diplomat and other of¬ 
ficials said Wednesday. 
Foreign Secretary Albert 
del Rosario told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the Philip¬ 
pines lodged the protest 
against China last month 
after surveillance aircraft 
confirmed and took pic¬ 
tures of the reclamation 
and dredging being done 
by Chinese vessels at the 
Johnson Reef in the Spratly 
Islands, which Manila says 
violates a regional nonag¬ 
gression pact. 

Del Rosario said it was not 
clear what China would 
build on the reef, which 
Manila claims as part of its 
western province of Pala¬ 
wan, but that one possibil¬ 
ity was an airstrip. “We’re 
not exactly sure what are 
their intentions there,” Del 
Rosario said. 

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying said the reef was 
part of China’s territory. 
“It falls within China’s sov¬ 
ereignty rights to engage 
in construction on the rel¬ 
evant reef,” she said at a 
news conference. “I won¬ 
der what special motives 
there are behind such con¬ 
cerns by the Philippines." 
The discovery of the recla¬ 
mation, and the possibility 
of China building an airstrip 
in the reef, called Chigua 
by China and Mabini by 


FRANKLIN BRICENO 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — Joran 
van der Sloot's lawyer says 
the convicted murder is 
soon to be both father and 
husband. 

Maximo Altez told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Wednes¬ 
day that the 26-year-old 
Dutchman and his Peru¬ 
vian fiance have nearly 
completed legal arrange¬ 
ments to wed. The future 
Mrs. van der Sloot is five 


the Philippines, would 
likely raise alarm among 
rival claimant countries be¬ 
cause it would bolster Bei¬ 
jing’s naval and air force 
mobility in a South China 
Sea region far from the Chi¬ 
nese mainland. 

Johnson Reef, located in 
a vast, bean-shaped sub¬ 
merged coral outcrop, is 
also claimed by Vietnam, 


which maintains several 
nearby military installations. 
Chinese and Vietnamese 
forces fought a deadly na¬ 
val battle in the contested 
region in 1988. 

The Philippine senior gov¬ 
ernment official said Chi¬ 
na’s reclamafion was first 
detected by air force 
planes six months ago. Phil¬ 
ippine aircraft searching for 
a missing Malaysian jetliner 


months pregnant with a 
boy, he said. 

Altez has said van der 
Sloot's met 22-year-old Ley- 
di Figueroa Uceda while 
she was selling goods in¬ 
side Lima’s Piedras Gordas 
prison, where the two are 
to be married on an as-yet 
undetermined date. 

Van der Sloot remains the 
chief suspect in the un¬ 
solved 2005 disappear¬ 
ance in his native Aruba 
of U.S. teen Natalee Hollo- 


in March also spotted the 
continuing reclamation on 
the submerged Johnson 
Reef by at least one Chi¬ 
nese dredging ship backed 
by smaller vessels, the of¬ 
ficial said. The Philippine 
government estimates that 
the reclamation has turned 
the submerged reef and a 
sand bar into a 30-hectare 
(74-acre) land mass that 


transformed the underwa¬ 
ter outcrop into an islet, a 
senior diplomat told the AP 
on condition of anonymity 
because of a lack of au¬ 
thority to discuss the issue. 
It’s the latest of several 
terriforial spats between 
the Asian neighbors that 
have ratcheted tensions 
in the potentially oil- and 
gas-rich region, which also 
straddles one of fhe world’s 


way. 

He is serving a 28-year sen¬ 
tence for killing a 21-year- 
old female Peruvian stu¬ 
dent he met in a Lima ca¬ 
sino. 

Altez said that Van der 
Sloot keeps busy teaching 
English to fellow inmates 
and is studying internation¬ 
al business via a correspon¬ 
dence course offered by a 
Peruvian university. 

Once his sentence ends, 
he is to be extradited to 


busiest sea lanes. Vietnam 
and China have sepa¬ 
rately been engaged in a 
dangerous standoff off fhe 
Paracel Island after Beijing 
deployed a mobile oil rig 
backed by dozens of secu¬ 
rity vessels. 

Del Rosario said the Philip¬ 
pines raised the reclama¬ 
tion issue, along with the 
deployment of Chinese 


coast guard ships at the 
Second Thomas Shoal and 
“harassments of our fisher¬ 
men,” during a summit of 
the Association of South¬ 
east Asian Nations last 
weekend in Myanmar. Four 
members of the 10-nation 
bloc — Brunei, Malaysia, 
the Philippines and Viet¬ 
nam — are locked in terri¬ 
torial disputes in the Sprat- 
lys with China and Taiwan. 


the United States to face 
trial on charges he extorted 
and defrauded Holloway’s 
mother Beth Twitty shortly 
before traveling to Peru in 
2010. 

He allegedly took $25,000 
from the mother, promising 
to lead her to Holloway’s 
body. 

Five years to the day af¬ 
ter Holloway disappeared, 
van der Sloot bludgeoned 
to death Stephany Flores in 
a Lima hotel room.Q 



Samsung Co. 
apologizes to 
chip workers 

YOUKYUNG LEE 
AP Technology Writer 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

Samsung Electronics Co. 
apologized and promised 
compensation to chip fac¬ 
tory workers who suffered 
cancers linked to chemi¬ 
cal exposure, a rare win for 
families and activists seven 
years after the death of 
a 23-year-old employee 
from leukemia galvanized 
a movement to hold the 
company to account. 
Samsung said the apol¬ 
ogy does not mean it con¬ 
cedes a link between the 
chemicals used in its chip 
factories and cancer and 
other diseases. 

Still, the company's state¬ 
ment Wednesday that it 
should have sought a so¬ 
lution sooner is an abrupt 
shift in Samsung’s stance 
and a form of vindication 
for workers and their fami¬ 
lies. 

Samsung vice chairman 
Kwon Oh-hyun said the 
company, the world’s larg¬ 
est maker of smartphones 
and memory chips, will 
compensate workers and 
their families. 

“We feel regret that a so¬ 
lution for fhis delicafe mat¬ 
ter has not been found in 
a timely manner, and we 
would like to use this op¬ 
portunity to express our 
sincerest apology to the 
affected people,” Kwon, 
who oversees Samsung’s 
semiconductor and dis¬ 
play panel businesses, 
said in an emailed state¬ 
ment. Local news channels 
showed Kwon reading the 
statement before report¬ 
ers. 

The Samsung statement 
comes a month after op¬ 
position party lawmaker 
Sim Sang-jeung urged the 
government and Samsung 
to come up with measures 
to help victims and pre¬ 
vent workplace diseases. 
The resolution proposed by 
Sim in April said 114 of 243 
workers sickened since the 
1990s were former Sam¬ 
sung semiconductor em¬ 
ployees. 

For the past few years, 
Samsung has resisted calls 
to apologize. □ 


Peru lawyer: jailed Van der Sloot to be a father 



Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs Spokesman Charles Jose delivers a statement about the 
Philippine protest against China’s reclamation of land in a disputed reef in the South China Sea 
as he faces the media at the Philippine Foreign Affairs headquarters in suburban Pasay, south of 
Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Aaron Favila) 














Tripl3 attends Vapor World Expo 2014 in Chicago 





ORANJESTAD/CHICAGO, II 

- Tripl3 attended the Vapor 
World Expo the first for this 
industry in the USA. A new 
business-to-business trade 
show was held on May 7 
& 8, 2014 at the “Donald E. 
Stephens Convention Cen¬ 
ter”, located just minutes 
from O’Hare International 
Airport, Chicago. The focus 
of Vapor World Expo is to 
provide an event to sup¬ 
port the emerging vapor 
market. Vapor World Expo 
brought together a mix of 
Manufacturers, Distributors, 


Wholesalers and Retailers 
to learn Innovation, Prod¬ 
uct Safety, Harm Reduc¬ 
tion, Education and Market 
Profitability. 

Vapor World Expo focused 
on the emerging vapor 
market during the two-day 
event. More than 200 sup¬ 
pliers of vapor products 
and accessories exhibited 
their products and e-liq- 
uids. Attendance included 
retail stores, wholesalers, 
distributors, convenience 
stores, smoke shops and 
many others who want to 


keep up with the vapor 
market expansion. Vapor 
World Expo 2014 set the 
stage for Innovation, Prod¬ 
uct Safety, Harm Reduc¬ 
tion, Education and Mar¬ 
ket Profitability for those 
individuals involved in the 
manufacture, distribution 
and sale of these products. 
The event was attended 
by the Aruba Distributor as 
well, who will come back 
to Aruba with lots of up¬ 
dates on the use and avail¬ 
able accessories in order 
to “vape".0 



Available in 
most stores 
on Aruba 
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Loyal Aruba Visitors honored by Aruba tourism Authority! 



PALM BEACH - George and 
Donna Lozy were recently 
honored as Distinguished 
Visitors to Aruba at the 
Marriott Ocean Club. The 
ceremony was conducted 
by Jonathan Boekhoudt 
with Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity and Juan Pablo from 
the front desk department. 
They have been calling 
Aruba their home away 


from home for over 10 
years and love the island 
especially for its people. 
Another group of loyal Aru¬ 
ba visitors were honored re¬ 
cently at the Divi Phoenix. 

Jonathan Boekhoudt with 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great honor in pre¬ 
senting James and Barba¬ 
ra Sweazey, together with 


Gary Jemmott and Linda 
Hanifan with their Distin¬ 
guished Visitor Certificates, 
to commemorate over 10 
consecutive visits to the is¬ 
land. 

The ceremony was held 
in the presence of Gen¬ 
eral Manager Mr. Griffith, 
Rooms Division Manager 
Mr. Vargas and Guest Re¬ 
lations Avril. □ 



ATA honors Loyal Visitors 
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We wish them 
a pleasant 
stay here in 

Aruba! 

eBI^I 

WINNER OF TRIP ADVISOR S CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE 2012 
Rest Lobster HousellniMnternational 
Cuisine’s Restaurant 



The Blue 


»ster 


INTERNATIONAL CUISINE & LOBSTER HOUSE 

Phone: 586-3843 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a group of 
loyal and friendly Visitors of 
Aruba as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors and Ambassadors of 
Goodwill. 

The symbolic honorary titles 
are presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-19 and 20-or-more 
consecutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. Gil¬ 
bert and Mrs. Karen Madri- 
gale of Bridgewater, Mas¬ 


sachusetts, and Mr. Robert 
and Mrs. Dianne Hoyt of 
Lakewood Ranch, Florida. 
The honorees are loyal 
members of the La Ca¬ 
bana Resort and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
weather, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, and being on Aruba 
is like being home for them. 
The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ernest Giel 
representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with Mrs. Sharine Charles 
representing the La Ca¬ 
bana Resort. □ 
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Where 

Aruba’s culture 
becomes a total 
Caribbean experience 

The Carubbian Festival; 

Aruba’s Carnival experience 
every week of the year! 

Most visitors don't have the opportunity to enperieoce Aruba's 
cultural highlight of the year—Carnival (or. as we calf it here, 
Camaval). But now you can discover the colorful spirit or Aruba's 
Carnival every Thursday evening at the Carubbian Feslwai Situ¬ 
ated on the island^ soulhem hp rn the heart of San Nicofas where 
Caribbean and Aruban cultures meet, the Carubbian Festival 
brings Carnival to life with live Calypso and Soca music, a parade 
of glittery dancers showcasing many of our past Carnival's 
gorgeous costumes, festive brass bands, slrlt walkers, handi¬ 
crafts. and traditional homemade cuisine of the Caribbean region. 

We encourage you to spend an evening with the locals, and enjoy 
a taste pi dur culture at the Carubbian Festival It's also e great 
family or group activity? 


facetook 4 


Package includes; 

- Round-tri p transportation from your hotel 

* Entrance to the festival 

* Dinner and beverages 

- Entertainment - Carnival show. I ive music, and more 

* A commemorative carnival mask 


Price : 564 par person. $32 children 12 years and under 

Where : Main-Street San Nicoles 
w hen : Thursdays from 6 pm to 10 pm 

Informal I o n ; visit your guesl services desk in your hotel 
for more information and lickels. 
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Diamonds International’s Honors Mom with a Gift 



ORANJESTAD - In honor of 
Mother's Day, Diamonds 
International held a raffle 
from the exclusive brand 
John Hardy for all the 
moms on island. 

The lucky winner was Mrs. 
Judith Danker who won a 
beautiful pair of earrings 
from the John Hardy Bam¬ 
boo Collection. 

Diamonds International ex¬ 
tends a thank you to every¬ 
one who participated and 
please be pending for the 
Diamonds International Fa¬ 
ther's Day raffle! 

Diamonds International is 
now one of the largest jew¬ 
elry retailers in the world. 
They have more locations 
in the Caribbean than any 
other fine jeweler, and 
a network that stretches 
from the company’s New 
York City headquarters into 
Mexico, across the Carib¬ 
bean and as far as Alaska. 
Located in downtown 
Oranjestad, at Port of 
Call open 9-6pm Monday 
through Saturday.Q 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 


Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 
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Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 


ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 
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Britain’s Bradley Wiggins cel¬ 
ebrates on the podium after 
Stage 3 of the Tour of Califor¬ 
nia cycling race on Tuesday, 
May 13, 2014, at Mount Diab¬ 
lo State Park in Clayton, Calif. 
Wiggins retained the overall 
lead in the race. 

Associated Press 

Rohan Dennis 
wins Stage 3 at 
Tour of California 

DANVILLE, California (AP) 

— Australian rider Rohan 
Dennis surged within the 
final 300 yards (meters) to 
claim the hot and moun¬ 
tainous third stage of the 
Tour of California on Tues¬ 
day to reduce Bradley 
Wiggins’ race lead. 

Dennis (Garmin-Sharp), 
who began the stage in 
second place overall with 
a 44-second deficit to 
Wiggins, completed the 
108.5-mile (175-kilometer) 
road race to Mt. Diablo in 
4 hours, 56 minutes and 2 
seconds. 

Wiggins (Sky) of Britain, 
who assumed the race 
lead with his dominating 
Stage 2 time trial win in Fol¬ 
som, finished ninth in the 
stage, trailing the leader 
by 20 seconds. 

Wiggins, the 2012 Tour de 
France winner who’s com¬ 
peting in the event for the 
first time since 2008, leads 
Dennis by 24 seconds with 
five stages left. 

“This is the first time I have 
ridden in this type of heat 
in almost two years,” said 
Wiggins, who faltered in 
the waning meters. 

Continued on Page 19 
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Thunder rear past Clips m fmaunmute 


Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell Westbrook 
(0) shoots over Los Angeles Clippers guard Chris 
Paul (3) in the second half of Game 5 of the Western 
Conference semifinal NBA basketball playoff 
series in Oklahoma City, Tuesday, May 13, 2014. 
Oklahoma City won 105-104. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 
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Cabrera HR in 9th rallies Tigers past O’s 



Detroit Tigers’ Miguel Cabrera swings on a three-run home run against the Baltimore Orioles in the 
ninth inning of a baseball game Tuesday, May 13, 2014, in Baltimore. The Tigers won 4-1. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Miguel 
Cabrera hit a three-run 
homer off Tommy Hunter 
with two outs in the ninth in¬ 
ning and the Detroit Tigers, 
down to their last strike, ral¬ 
lied past the Baltimore Ori¬ 
oles 4-1 Tuesday night. 

After being held scoreless 
on three hits over the first 
eight innings, the Tigers 
used a reversed call to win. 
Detroit was 0-12 when trail¬ 
ing going into the ninth be¬ 
fore mounting the improb¬ 
able comeback. 

Hunter held a 1-0 lead be¬ 
fore giving up a leadoff sin¬ 
gle to Alex Avila. Pinch-run¬ 
ner Rajai Davis was called 
out trying to steal, but De¬ 
troit manager Brad Ausmus 
challenged the call and it 
was overtuned on replay. 
Hunter (1 -1) got two straight 
outs before working the 
count on Torii Hunter to 1-2. 
The at-bat ended in a walk, 
and Cabrera hit an 0-1 
curveball over the center- 
field wall for his sixth home 
run. 

Adam Jones hit a first-in¬ 
ning homer for the Orioles, 
who have dropped three 
in a row following a five- 
game winning streak. 

TWINS 8, RED SOX 6 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Chris 
Parmelee hit a game-end¬ 
ing homer in the ninth in¬ 
ning and Minnesota over¬ 
came David Ortiz’s big 
night to beat Boston. 

Ortiz went 4 for 5 with two 
homers and four RBIs, but it 
wasn’t enough. 

Kurt Suzuki singled with two 
outs off reliever Andrew 


Miller (1-1) before Parmel¬ 
ee lined an 0-1 pitch into 
the right-field seats for his 
first two RBIs of the season. 
Eduardo Nunez homered 
and Brian Dozier had two 
RBIs in a five-run second for 
fhe Twins. 

Orfiz hif solo homers in fhe 
first and fourth and is tied 
with Jim Rice on the Red 
Sox list with 382. It was the 
42nd multihomer game for 
Big Papi, who began his 
career with the Twins. 

Ortiz added an RBI single in 
the sixth and another one 
in the seventh that made it 
6-5. 

Glen Perkins (1-0) pitched 
the ninth, striking out Ortiz 


and Mike Napoli to strand 
Shane Victorino at first 
base. 

RAYS 2, MARINERS 1 
SEATTLE (AP) — David Price 
struck out 12 in his second 
complete game this season 
and Tampa Bay rallied in 
the ninth inning against Se¬ 
attle closer Fernando Rod¬ 
ney. Mariners starter Hisashi 
Iwakuma shut out the Rays 
on four hits for eight innings 
before giving way to Rod¬ 
ney. David DeJesus led off 
the ninth with a tying hom¬ 
er, and Rodney (1-2) gave 
up a go-ahead RBI single 
to Matt Joyce five batters 
later. 

Price (4-3) gave up six hits 


and kept the Mariners off 
balance most of the night. 
Eight of his strikeouts came 
on called third strikes. 
Robinson Cano had a dou¬ 
ble, single and an RBI for 
Seattle. 

BLUE JAYS 5, INDIANS 4 
TORONTO (AP) — R.A. Dick¬ 
ey won for the third time in 
four starts and Juan Fran¬ 
cisco homered in Toronto’s 
victory over Cleveland. 

Blue Jays left fielder Melky 
Cabrera threw out Carlos 
Santana at the plate to 
end the eighth inning, pre¬ 
serving a one-run lead. 
Adam Lind hit a two-run 
double for Toronto and 
scored on Francisco’s dou¬ 


ble. 

Dickey (4-3) allowed two 
earned runs and four hits in 
six-plus innings. Casey Jans¬ 
sen, activated from the dis¬ 
abled list Sunday, finished 
for his first save. 

Justin Masterson (2-2) 
matched a season high by 
allowing five runs and six 
hits in 5 1-3 innings. 

ASTROS 8, RANGERS 0 
HOUSTON (AP) — Dallas 
Keuchel pitched a sev¬ 
en-hitter for his first major 
league shutout, leading 
Houston past Texas. 
Keuchel (4-2) struck out 
seven without a walk. He 
gave up just one extra¬ 
base hit, a double by Adri¬ 
an Beltre in the first inning, 
and threw his second ca¬ 
reer complete game. 

L.J. Hoes and Carlos Cor- 
poran each homered and 
drove in three runs. 

The Astros were shut out 
4-0 in the series opener, but 
jumped on Matt Harrison 
(1-1) for three runs in the 
second before he leff with 
back stiffness. 

ATHLETICS 9, WHITE SOX 0 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
Brandon Moss homered 
twice and Drew Pomeranz 
and three relievers com¬ 
bined on a four-hitter as 
Oakland shut out Chicago 
for its sixth consecutive win. 
Josh Reddick also hom¬ 
ered and Yoenis Cespedes 
added two hits and scored 
twice to anchor a shuffled 
Athletics lineup that had 
catcher John Jaso batting 
leadoff for the fourth time 
this season. Jaso had three 
hits and scored twice. 





In this Feb. 21, 2014, file photo. The United States’ team, from 
left, Shani Davis, Brian Hansen and Jonathan Kuck, follows team 
Russia during a warm-up prior to the start of the men's speed¬ 
skating team pursuit quarterfinals at the Adler Arena Skating 
Center at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia 

Associated Press 


Coaching exodus at U.S. 
Speedskating continues 


KEARNS, Utah (AP) — The 

national sprint coach for 
U.S. Speedskating has quit, 
joining an exodus of coach¬ 
es in fhe wake of fhe Ameri¬ 
cans' poor performance at 
the Sochi Olympics. 

Ryan Shimabukuro an¬ 
nounced Tuesday on his 
Facebook page that he 


was stepping down after 
16 years. He said the de¬ 
cision “is the hardest I’ve 
ever had to make." 

He says his future will be de¬ 
cided soon. He coached 
Shani Davis to gold and 
silver medals at the 2010 
Olympics; Joey Cheek to 
gold at the 2006 Games; 


and Heather Richardson 
to the overall World Cup 
championship in 2011. 

He joins high-performance 
director Finn Halvorsen and 
national allround coach Kip 
Carpenter in leaving the or¬ 
ganization. The Americans 
failed to win a speedskat¬ 
ing medal at Sochi. 
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Headley’s HR off Chapman 
lifts Padres over Reds 2-1 



Cincinnati Reds relief pitcher Aroldis Chapman watches a solo 
home run by San Diego Padres' Chase Headley in the ninth in¬ 
ning of a baseball game, Tuesday, May 13, 2014, in Cincinnati. 
San Diego won 2-1. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Chase 
Headley homered in the 
ninth inning off Aroldis 
Chapman, the first hit the 
hard-throwing lefty allowed 
since his return from being 
hit in the head by a line 
drive, and the San Diego 
Padres beat the Cincinnati 
Reds 2-1 on Tuesday night. 
The Padres got their sea- 
son-high fourth straight win 
despite managing only 
three hits. 

Seth Smith had the only 
two hits that Mike Leake 
allowed in the first eight in¬ 
nings. 

Headley connected on a 
99 mph fastball from Chap¬ 
man (0-1), who was making 
his second appearance 
since undergoing surgery 
to repair damage after 
being struck in the left eye 
and nose during a spring 
training game. 

Joaquin Benoit (1-0) al¬ 
lowed a walk in the eighth. 
Huston Street got the last 
three outs for his 12th save 
in as many chances. Street 
hasn’t allowed a run in his 
last 10 innings. 
DIAMONDBACKS 3, NA¬ 
TIONALS 1 

PHOENIX (AP) — Bronson 
Arroyo scattered seven hits 

Tour of California 


Continued from Page 17 

“It takes an adjustment. 
Actually, I am a bit knack¬ 
ered from it." 

Tiago Machado (NetApp- 
Endura) of Portugal was 
second in Stage 3, trailing 
Dennis by 6 seconds. 
American Lawson Crad¬ 
dock (Giant-Shimano) 
was third, another 2 sec¬ 
onds back, in the stage 
that ended with a 414- 
mile (6.5-kilometer) climb 
with as much as a 17 per¬ 
cent grade. Temperatures 
reached into the mid-90s 
Fahrenheit (30s Celsius). 
Machado is third overall, 
trailing by 1 minute and 5 
seconds. Dennis, 23, came 
into prominence last year 
when he claimed the inau¬ 
gural Tour of Alberta. 

“Last year, at about three 


in his 16th career complete 
game and also singled 
twice off Stephen Stras- 
burg, leading the Arizona 
Diamondbacks over the 
Washington Nationals. 

Paul Goldschmidt doubled 
twice and drove in two 
runs. 

Arroyo (4-2), who pitched 
two complete games 
for Cincinnati last sea¬ 
son, struck out seven and 
walked one. Over his last 
three starts, he has allowed 
one earned run in 23 1-3 in¬ 
nings. 

He also became the sec¬ 
ond pitcher to get two hits 
off Strasburg. The other was 
Tim Hudson. 

Strasburg (3-3) went seven 
innings, allowing three runs 
on eight hits, striking out six 
with no walks. 

BREWERS 5, PIRATES 2 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Jona¬ 
than Lucroy hit a bases- 
loaded, two-run single, and 
the battered Milwaukee 
Brewers withstood the early 
exits of star outfielders Car¬ 
los Gomez and Ryan Braun 
to beat the Pittsburgh Pi¬ 
rates. 

Gomez scored the second 
run on Lucroy’s single in 
the third after getting hit 
by a changeup from Ger- 

kilometers to go, I didn't 
have anything left,” Den¬ 
nis said. “This year, getting 
past that was a bonus. I 
saw other people cracking 
around us and that gave 
me more confidence.” 

The heat took its toll, with 
the original field of 128 now 
at 114 with 11 riders elimi¬ 
nated by time and two 
others not finishing. One 
rider didn't start the stage. 
Mark Cavendish (Omega 
Pharma Quick-Step) of Brit¬ 
ain, who assumed the race 
lead after winning Stage 
1, finished last in the stage 
nearly 21 minutes behind. 
Wiggins went to the front of 
the lead group of 23 riders 
with about 214 miles left. 
“My mission was to be in a 
position to limit any losses 
and not explode," Wiggins 
said. “It is why I was rid¬ 
ing tempo making sure no 
one got up the road. We 


rit Cole (3-3). It was their first 
meeting since the teams 
brawled last month in Pitts¬ 
burgh after Cole and Go¬ 
mez exchanged words. 

No confrontations Tues¬ 
day, though Gomez did 
leave the game with lower 
back tightness. Manager 
Ron Roenicke said Gomez 
woke up Monday with a 
tight back and tried to play 
through it. 

Braun was activated from 
the disabled list earlier Tues¬ 
day. His departure after the 
sixth was planned as he 
gets acclimated in his re¬ 
turn from an oblique injury. 
Marco Estrada (3-1) struck 
out eight in six innings. Fran¬ 
cisco Rodriguez tossed a 
hitless ninth for his 16th save. 
ANGELS 4, PHILLIES 3 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Luis 
Jimenez hit a tiebreaking 
two-run double in the sixth 
inning. 

Matt Shoemaker tossed five 
effective innings and the 
Los Angeles Angels beat 
the Philadelphia Phillies. 
Mike Trout went 1 for 5 with 
more than 4,000 fans from 
his hometown of Millville, 
New Jersey in the crowd. 
The two-time All-Star cen- 
terfielder grew up in the 
small town 45 minutes south 


did this climb a little over 
a week ago. I knew how it 
kicked up the last 300 me¬ 
ters. It was a tough climb. 
Every day is a tough day 
when you’re in yellow.” 


of Philadelphia. 

Shoemaker (1-1) allowed 
two runs and three hits to 
beat Cliff Lee (3-4). Shoe¬ 
maker made his second 
career start and first this 
season. 

The righty was called up to 
replace Hector Santiago, 
who was sent to the bull¬ 
pen after going 0-6 with a 
5.19 ERA in seven starts. 

Lee allowed four unearned 
runs and six hits, striking out 
seven in seven innings. He 


Several riders tried short, 
but unsustained attacks 
before Dennis' final move. 
Eight riders escaped from 
the 127-rider field early 
in the stage. The group 


was hurt by three errors by 
third baseman Cody As- 
che. 

Ernesto Frieri pitched the 
ninth for his fifth save in sev¬ 
en tries. 

CARDINALS 3, CUBS 3, 12 
INNINGS 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Pinch- 
hitter Greg Garcia was hit 
by a pitch with the bases 
loaded and one out in the 
12th inning, sending the St. 
Louis Cardinals over the 
Chicago CubsO 

crested Mt. Hamilton to¬ 
gether after 21 miles (34 
kilometers) and built more 
than a six-minute margin. 
The group was reduced 
to seven as its cushion was 
4:20 with 30 miles (48 kilo¬ 
meters) left. With 20 miles 
(32 kilometers) left, the gap 
was 3:20. 

With five miles left and the 
steepest part of the day 
reaming, only three riders 
remained in front and their 
lead was about one min¬ 
ute. The leaders were ab¬ 
sorbed a few minutes later 
before the series of short 
solo bursts. 

The eight-day race contin¬ 
ues Wednesday with the 
flat 102.6-mile (165-kilome- 
ter) Monterey to Cambria 
road race. The estimated 
720-mile (1160-kilometer) 
event continues through 
Sunday in Thousand 
OaksO 



Rohan Dennis of Team Garmin Sharp crosses the finish line to 
take second place during the Amgen Tour of California second 
stage individual time trial in Folsom, Calif., on Monday, May 12, 
2014. 

Associated Press 
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NBA Playoffs Roundup 

Thunder edges Clippers, Wizards stay alive 


Oklahoma City Thunder forward Kevin Durant (35) celebrates with teammate Russell Westbrook, 
right, at the end of Game 5 of the Western Conference semifinal NBA basketball playoff series 
against the Los Angeles Clippers in Oklahoma City, Tuesday, May 13, 2014. Oklahoma City won 

Associated Press 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) 

— Oklahoma City’s Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook scored 38 
points and made three 
free throws with 6.4 sec¬ 
onds remaining as the 
Thunder overcame a sev¬ 
en-point deficit in the final 
50 seconds and beat the 
Los Angeles Clippers 105- 
104 on Tuesday to go up 
3-2 in the Western Confer¬ 
ence semifinals. 

The dramatic finish in Okla¬ 
homa was a marked con¬ 
trast to the day’s other 
game in which Washing¬ 
ton cruised to a 102-79 win 
over Indiana to stay alive in 
their series, cutting the defi¬ 
cit to 3-2. 

Westbrook was fouled by 
Chris Paul while shooting 
a 3-pointer with the Thun¬ 
der trailing by two. After 
his free throws, Paul drove 
to the hoop, but Reggie 
Jackson stole the ball from 
him, and time expired. 
Kevin Durant scored 10 of 
his 27 points in the final 3:23 
for the Thunder. 

Blake Griffin had 24 points 
and 17 rebounds, Jamal 
Crawford scored 19 points 
and Paul had 17 points 
and 14 assists for the Clip¬ 
pers. 

The Thunder can clinch the 
series Thursday in Los Ange- 


105-104. 

les. 

The Clippers took a 101-88 
lead in the fourth quarter 
on a 3-pointer by Crawford 
before Durant finally got 
involved. He hit a 3-point- 
er with 3:23 remaining on 
his first shot of the quar¬ 
ter, then drained two free 
throws to cut the Clippers’ 
lead to 101-95. 


A layup by Jackson cut Los 
Angeles’ lead to four. 
Griffin made the first of two 
free throws and the Clip¬ 
pers took the offensive 
rebound on the second, 
enabling Paul to hit a mid¬ 
range jumper which gave 
the Clippers a 104-97 edge 
with 49 seconds to play. 
Durant made a 3-pointer, 


and soon after a layup 
with 17 seconds left. West¬ 
brook stole the ball, and in 
a scramble, the Thunder 
got possession with 11.3 
seconds to play, setting up 
Westbrook's play. 

The Thunder fell behind by 
15 points in the first quarter 
but rallied in the second as 
foul trouble set in for the 


Clippers. 

Meanwhile, Washington's 
Marcin Gortat scored 
31 points and had 16 re¬ 
bounds, and John Wall 
added 27 points as the 
Wizards used a 39-rebound 
advantage to rout Indiana. 
Washington can level the 
series at home on Thursday 
in Game 6. 

It was a stunning turn¬ 
around for a team that had 
lost the last three. But with 
Gortat matching a career 
high in points and posting 
a playoff career high in re¬ 
bounds, Washington held 
a 62-23 rebounding edge. 
David West scored 17 
points for Indiana. 
Washington used a 15-6 
run to take a 45-38 halftime 
lead, extended the margin 
to 24 after three and to as 
much as 30 in the fourth. 
Washington denied the 
top-seeded Pacers a spot 
in the conference finals, for 
now, and improved to 4-2 
on the road in this year’s 
playoffs. They are just 1-3 
at home. 

Gortat and Wall combined 
for eighf of the Wizards' 
first 10 points, and they 
were strong enough inside 
to fend off a brief Indiana 
scoring flurry to make it 25- 
19 at quarter timeO 



New York Rangers goalie Henrik Lundqvist is swarmed by 
teammates Game 7 of a second-round NHL playoff hockey se¬ 
ries against the Pittsburgh Penguins in Pittsburgh Tuesday, May 
13, 2014. The Rangers won 2-1 and advanced to the confer¬ 
ence finals. Associated Press 


Rangers, Blackhawks into 
final 4 of NHL playoffs 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — The 

New York Rangers and 
Chicago Blackhawks both 
advanced to the final four 
of the NHL playoffs wifh 
dramatic road victories on 
Tuesday 

New York completed a 
comeback from a 3-1 
series deficit by beating 


Pittsburgh 2-1 in Game 7 
of their series, booking a 
place in the NHL Eastern 
Conference finals. 
Defending Stanley Cup 
champion Chicago won 
2-1 in overtime at Minne¬ 
sota to win that series 4-2. 
The Rangers will play the 
winner of Wednesday’s 


Game 7 at Boston be¬ 
tween the Bruins and Mon¬ 
treal, while Chicago will 
meet either Anaheim or 
Los Angeles, with the Ducks 
leading that series 3-2. 

New York goaltender Hen¬ 
rik Lundqvist set an NHL re¬ 
cord with his fifth-straight 
Game 7 victory, making 35 
saves. Lundqvist stopped 
102 of the final 105 shots he 
faced over the final three 
games as New York ad¬ 
vanced to the conference 
finals for the second time in 
three years. 

Brian Boyle and Brad Rich¬ 
ards scored for New York, 
who rallied from a 3-1 series 
deficit for the first time in 
the franchise’s 88-year his¬ 
tory. Jussi Jokinen scored 
his team-high seventh goal 


of the postseason for the 
Penguins, who were out- 
scored 10-3 over the final 
three games. 

This defeat was painful for 
the core of Sidney Crosby, 
Evgeni Malkin and coach 
Dan Bylsma that seemed 
pointed toward a dynas¬ 
ty after winning the 2009 
Stanley Cup. 

Crosby, who led the league 
in scoring and is an MVP fi¬ 
nalist, managed just one 
goal in 13 playoffs games. 
Chicago’s Patrick Kane 
scored on a backhand at 
9:40 of overtime to secure 
victory over Minnesota. 

Kris Versteeg — on his birth¬ 
day — scored the open¬ 
ing goal early and Corey 
Crawford came up with 
tough save after tough 


save among his 34 stops for 
the Blackhawks. 

Erik Haula scored and Ilya 
Bryzgalov stopped 25 shots 
for the Wild, who pushed a 
frenetic pace for much of 
the night but missed prime 
chances to score. 

They paid for it in the ex¬ 
tra period, when a simple 
dump-in by Brent Seabrook 
took an unusual bounce 
back toward the slot. The 
puck slid past Peter Regin 
but not Kane, who deked 
once and flipped it into the 
net. Since 2009, the Black¬ 
hawks are 14-0 in Games 5 
and 6 of playoff series fhaf 
were fied offer Game 4. 
They're also 12-2 in games 
with a chance to win a se¬ 
ries, including 6-1 on the 
roadO 
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Vonn, Woods lean on 


each other through rehab 



In this Oct. 6, 2013 file photo. United States team player Tiger Woods, right, smiles with girlfriend, 
Lindsey Vonn, after the U.S. team won the Presidents Cup golf tournament at Muirfield Village 
Golf Club in Dublin, Ohio. Associated Press 


DENVER (AP) — The 

power couple of sports is 
a rehab unit all its own. 
Lindsey Vonn and Tiger 
Woods, however, can 
take heart in knowing 
they have each other to 
lean on during the ardu¬ 
ous process. 

Vonn is working her way 
back from a second 
right knee operation 
that kept her from skiing 
at the Sochi Olympics. 
Woods is recovering 
from surgery to relieve 
pain from a pinched 
nerve in his back that 
caused him to miss the 
Masters. 

“Rehab is not a fun thing 
to do - it’s very monoto¬ 
nous and tedious and 
a lot of the same ex¬ 
ercises over and over 
and over," Vonn said by 
phone from Florida. “But 
if you’re going through 
rehab, it’s nice to have 
a partner to do this with 
... someone who relates 
to your situation and 
that you can talk to, re¬ 
hab and train together." 
The one thing that’s off 
limits? Treating this as a 
race or tournament. 

“We have to keep our 
competitiveness at bay 
because it’s not about 
that,” Vonn said. “It’s 
about doing it right and 
taking the time it needs 
to really heal properly." 
The four-time overall 
World Cup champion 
had her anterior cruci¬ 
ate ligament fixed for a 


second time in January, 
sidelining her for Sochi. 
There also was quite a 
bit of cartilage dam¬ 
age in the knee, mean¬ 
ing this recovery will be 
even slower. 

Still, things are “right 
on track, if not slightly 
ahead,” Vonn said. She 
hopes to return to snow 
on Oct. 1, most likely in 
Europe. If all goes well, 
she could be racing two 
months later in Lake Lou¬ 
ise, Alberta. 

“I’m in a good place," 
she said. 

When times get tough, 
though, she has Woods 
- and vice versa. In a re¬ 
cent posting on his web¬ 
site, Woods said: “It does 
help to rehab with Lind¬ 
sey, but her programs 
are much further along 
than mine. That does 
help when you’re not 
the only one suffering." 
Precisely. 

“We remind ourselves 
not to push it too hard 
and to ask, ‘How are 
you feeling?”’ the 2010 
Olympic downhill gold 
medalist said. “He knows 
I'm in pain and I know 
he’s in pain. We under¬ 
stand each other. It's dif¬ 
ferent when you're both 
experiencing it at the 
same time, even though 
they’re two completely 
different injuries." 

Vonn has been spend¬ 
ing about seven hours 
a day in rehab as she 
splits her time between 


Vail, Colorado, and Flor¬ 
ida. She recently was 
cleared to return to her 
road bike and promptly 
went for a 20-mile trek. 

“I feel like I’m making re¬ 
ally good progress now,” 
said Vonn, who recently 
became an equity part¬ 
ner in Hyperice, a recov¬ 
ery technology compa¬ 
ny that also counts Adri¬ 
an Peterson and Blake 
Griffin as shareholders. 
Vonn tore two ligaments 


in her right knee during 
a high-speed crash at 
the world champion¬ 
ships in February 2013. 
She pushed hard to get 
back in time for Sochi, 
only to re-injure her surgi¬ 
cally repaired ACL in a 
crash during training last 
November at Copper 
Mountain. 

Looking back, Vonn 
doesn’t think she re¬ 
turned too soon. Her 
knee was strong at the 


time and she insists it was 
just "really, really, really 
bad luck that I crashed 
when I did.” 

Still, she has one regret: 
Maybe she should have 
backed off training. 

“If I would’ve maybe 
waited and saved it 
for the races, maybe it 
would’ve been differ¬ 
ent,” Vonn said. “I don’t 
know what brakes are. 
... It’s hard for me to slow 
myself down.Q 


Trainer Sherman reunites 
with California Chrome 


Trainer Art Sherman, left, rubs Kentucky Derby winner California 
Chrome after a workout at Pimlico Race Course in Baltimore, 
Wednesday, May 14, 2014. Associated Press 


MIKE FARRELL 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Trainer 
Art Sherman liked what 
he saw when reunited 
with California Chrome, 
his Kentucky Derby-win¬ 
ning colt. 

Sherman returned to 
Southern California after 
the Derby, leaving the 
Preakness preparations 
to his son Alan. California 
Chrome flew into Balti¬ 
more on Monday. Sher¬ 
man, the oldest Derby 
winning trainer at 77, hit 


town a day later. 

The elder Sherman super¬ 
vised the colt's first gallop 
since the Derby on a fog¬ 
gy, overcast Wednesday, 
and came away satisfied. 
"He looked around quite 
a bit, like he usually does. 
He's a very inquisitive 
horse,” Sherman said. 
“But then he took a hold 
of the bit and was pull¬ 
ing pretty good. That's his 
style, the way he gallops 
every day.” 

Sherman’s main concern 
remains the two-week 


span between the Derby 
and the Preakness on Sat¬ 
urday “It takes a horse 
about 10 days to really 
bounce out of a race 
good,” he said. "He's 
holding his weight. That's 
a big factor.” 

Sherman estimates Cali¬ 
fornia Chrome has added 
35 pounds since the Der¬ 
by. "He seems to be thriv¬ 
ing in this type of training, 
so I'm sure not changing 
anything. Let's go for it,” 
Sherman said. 

California Chrome will 


spend some time on 
Thursday getting familiar 
with the Pimlico starting 
gate and the paddock 
area. More galloping also 
remains on the to-do list 


until race time. 

And that suits Sherman 
just fine. “I wouldn't want 
to be in anybody else's 
shoes right now,” he 
said.Q 
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Federer beaten in Italian Open after boys’ birth 



Switzerland’s Roger Federer reacts after being defeated by 
France's Jeremy Chardy at the Italian open tennis tournament 
in Rome, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. Associated Press 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ROME (AP) — Roger Feder- 
er’s focus appeared to drift 
away from the Foro Italico. 
And that was understand¬ 
able. 

After all, the 17-time Grand 
Slam winner was playing 
for the first time since the 
birth of his second set of 
twins last week. 

Federer let a lead to slip 
away and was beaten 
1-6, 6-3, 7-6 (6) Wednes¬ 
day in the second round of 
the Italian Open by 47th- 
ranked Jeremy Chardy of 
France. 

When Federer's boys, Leo 
and Lenny, were born, the 
fourth-ranked Swiss player 
withdrew from last week’s 
Madrid Open. Fie only de- 


VIGGIANO, Italy (AP) — A 

powerful final burst from Di¬ 
ego Ulissi helped the Italian 
cyclist win the fifth stage of 
the Giro d'Italia on Wednes¬ 
day, while Australian rider 
Michael Matthews retained 
the overall leader's pink jer¬ 
sey. 

Ulissi came from behind with 
150 meters to go to cross 
the line solo, with his arms 
raised high in celebration at 
the end of the 203-kilometer 
(126-mile) leg from Taranto 
to Viggiano. 

Australia's Cadel Evans was 
second, with Julian David 
Arredondo Moreno of Co¬ 
lombia third, both of them 
in a group which crossed a 
second behind Ulissi in the 
first uphill finish of this year's 
Giro. “Starting as the big 
favorite is always difficult. I 
showed I was ready,” Ulissi 
said. “So I'm enjoying this 
moment. I wanted this win 
too against the big names 
who were up there in the fi¬ 
nale of the stage." 

Weather again played a 
part, with wet and windy 
conditions, although there 
was sunshine on the five-ki¬ 
lometer (three-mile) climb to 
the finish. 

Matthews fought hard to 
stay near the front in the final 
kilometer and finished sixth. 
Fie will wear the pink jersey 


cided to come to Rome a 
few days ago. 

“This one is totally OK if it 
doesn’t hurt,” Federer said. 
“I tried everything. I can’t 
do more than that on the 
court." 

Federer had a match point 
in the tiebreaker but Char¬ 
dy saved it with an improb¬ 
able cross-court forehand 
on the run when it looked 
like Federer was about to 
close the match out. 

“That passing shot is a 
tough one for me to take, 
because he’s not going 
to make that very often,” 
Federer said. “But it hap¬ 
pens and credit to him to 
fight his way back into the 
match and get it." 

Later, top-ranked Rafael 
Nadal also faced stiff resis¬ 


tor a fourth day, a record for 
an Australian cyclist. 

The Orica-GreenEdge rider 
extended his lead to 14 sec¬ 
onds, with Dutchman Pieter 
Weening moving into sec¬ 
ond spot. Evans is third. 

“I think the boys rode really 
well all day, they worked 
hard to keep me out of the 
wind and of problems,” Mat¬ 
thews said. "I still haven’t 
won a stage, which I re¬ 
ally wanted, but I’m still in 
the pink jersey and we’ll try 
again to fight to win tomor¬ 
row's stage.” 

There was an early break of 
11 riders and, although their 
lead rose and fell at several 
points, the Orica-led pelo- 
ton was happy to control 
the gap to an average of 


tance from his French op¬ 
ponent before ultimately 
wearing down 30th-ranked 
Gilles Simon for a 7-6 (1), 
6-7 (4), 6-2 win that lasted 3 


four minutes. 

There were several attempt¬ 
ed breaks up front with 30km 
(18.6 miles) to go, but none 
stuck and the group was 
back together on the pen¬ 
ultimate climb — the first as¬ 
cent up to Viggiano — just 
before the slippery roads 
caused the first big crash 
of the day. There were sev¬ 
eral more crashes as the rain 
made the tight and techni¬ 
cal descent even trickier. 
Gianluca Brambilla at¬ 
tacked bravely on the de¬ 
scent, opening up a 30-sec- 
ond advantage, but Joa¬ 
quin Rodriguez's Katusha 
team chased him down and 
he was caught on the final 
climb, setting up the scintil¬ 
lating finish.Q 


hours, 18 minutes — open¬ 
ing his bid for an eighth 
Rome title. 

Nadal hit 32 winners but just 
three with his backhand, 
which has become a point 
of concern recently. 

Also, Wimbledon champi¬ 
on Andy Murray eliminated 
Marcel Granollers of Spain 

6- 2, 7-5. 

Women’s title-holder Ser¬ 
ena Williams showed no 
problems — and no tap¬ 
ing — from a left thigh 
injury that forced her to 
withdraw from Madrid. The 
top-ranked American beat 
28th-ranked Andrea Pet- 
kovic 6-2, 6-2. 

"I’m not 100 percent but 
I'm getting there,” Wil¬ 
liams said, adding that 
the conditions at the U.S. 
Open prepared her for the 
heavy wind gusts at the 
Foro Italico. “If I can play in 
New York, I can play any¬ 
where.” 

Maria Sharapova, the 2011 
and 2012 Rome champion, 
had to rally in the second 
set to get by Puerto Rican 
qualifier Monica Puig 6-3, 

7- 5. 

After cruising through the 
first set, Federer began to 
commit unforced errors 
at an alarming rate and 
Chardy quickly took ad¬ 
vantage. 

“I wasn't able to stretch 
the lead when I had it," Fe¬ 
derer said. 

Federer committed 43 un¬ 
forced errors — 20 in the 
second set alone — to 
Chardy’s 28. Federer also 
struggled to dictate play 
with his first serve. 

“But at the end, it was shot 
here or there that decided 
the match," Federer said. 


Chardy hadn’t beaten a 
top-10 player since defeat¬ 
ing Juan Martin del Potro 
in the third round of last 
year's Australian Open. 
Federer and wife Mirka also 
have twin girls, Myla Rose 
and Charlene Riva, who 
turn 5 in July. But even with 
all the family distractions, 
Federer didn't appear 
worried about his prepara¬ 
tions for the French Open, 
which starts in 11 days. 
“Everything is under con¬ 
trol,” Federer said, recalling 
that he reached the final 
of the Monte Carlos Mas¬ 
ters last month. “I still feel 
good, my body is good, 
my mind is good and it's 
just unfortunate for one 
passing shot today I don't 
get another opportunity to 
play this week.” 

Also advancing was 11th- 
seeded Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, 
who edged Kevin Ander¬ 
son of South Africa 7-6(14), 
7-6 (5); and 12th-seeded 
Grigor Dimitrov, who elimi¬ 
nated Ivo Karlovic of Cro¬ 
atia 7-6 (3), 6-4; and 15th- 
seeded Tommy Flaas, who 
defeated IgorSijsling of the 
Netherlands, 7-6 (6), 6-1. 

In women’s play, third- 
seeded Agnieszka Rad- 
wanska beat Paula Or- 
maechea of Argentina 
6-3, 6-2 and will next face 
2010 French Open win¬ 
ner Francesca Schiavone, 
who rallied past Garbine 
Muguruza 3-6, 6-1,7-6 (5). 
Fourth-seeded Simona Fla- 
lep rallied past American 
opponent Madison Keys 

5- 7, 6-0, 6-1 then withdrew 
from the tournament due 
to abdominal muscle in¬ 
jury. 

Tenth-seeded Sara Errani 
swept aside Ekaterina Ma¬ 
karova 6-2, 6-3; and 13th- 
seeded Carla Suarez Na¬ 
varro beat 1999 champion 
Venus Williams 6-4, 6-2. 
Suarez Navarro then ad¬ 
vanced to the quarterfinals 
upon Flalep’s withdrawal. 
Also, Varvara Lepchenko 
upset 16th-seeded Sloane 
Stephens 6-2, 6-2 in an all- 
American match; Ameri¬ 
can qualifier Christina 
McFlale rallied to beat Ital¬ 
ian wild card Camila Giorgi 
1-6, 6-3, 6-1; and Australian 
veteran Sam Stosur defeat¬ 
ed Elena Vesnina of Russia 

6- 2, 6-3.Q 


Ulissi wins 5th Giro stage; 
Matthews keeps lead 



Italy’s Diego Ulissi pedals on his way to win the fifth stage of 
the Giro d’ltalia, Tour of Italy cycling race, from Taranto to 
Viggiano, Italy, Wednesday May 14, 201. Associated Press 
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Google resumes Glass sales in the U.S. 



In this Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2013, file photo, Google co-founder Sergey Brin wears Google Glass 
in San Francisco. Associated Press 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google is once again 
selling its Internet-con¬ 
nected eyewear to 
anyone in the U.S. as the 
company fine-tunes a 
device that has sparked 
intrigue and disdain for 
its potential to change 
the way people inter¬ 
act with technology. 
The latest release of 
Google Glass comes a 
month after a one-day 
sale gave U.S. residents 
their first chance to buy 
the hottest accessory in 
geek fashion. 

Google Inc. isn’t setting 
a time limit for people 
to buy Glass this time, 
although the compa¬ 
ny is emphasizing that 
the product remains 
in its test, or “Explorer,” 
phase. 

As has been the case 
since Google began 
selling Glass to a se¬ 
lect group in 2012, the 
device costs $1,500. 
It’s only available on 
Google’s website for 
now. 

Glass, which comes 
in five different colors, 
looks like a pair of spec¬ 
tacles except the Ex¬ 
plorer edition doesn't 
contain any actual 
glass in the frame. In¬ 
stead, the device has a 
thumbnail-sized screen 
attached above the 
right eye so a user can 
check email, see Twitter 
posts or get directions 
without having to grope 
for a phone. 

Google is offering an 
option to add a titanium 
frame that can be fitted 
with prescription lenses 
or sunglasses from Maui 
Jim or Zeal Optics that 
can be clipped on. 
Google isn’t charging 
extra for the titanium 
frame or sunglasses. 

The resumed sale of 
Google Glass is the lat¬ 
est indication that the 
Mountain View, Califor¬ 
nia, company is nearing 
a mass-market release 
of the device. 

Google is planning to 


release a more pol¬ 
ished version of Glass 
by the end of this year 
that may sell for less 
than the price of the 
Explorer version. Ana¬ 
lysts believe the cost will 
have to come down 
dramatically if Glass is 
to become anything 
more than a novelty 
worn by gadget lovers 
and wealthy consumers 
trying to impress their 
friends. 

The parts and assem¬ 
bly of Glass cost only 
$152.47, based on an 
analysis by the research 
firm IHS Technology. 
Most of Glass’ costs 
stem from the extensive 
engineering and design 
that it took to invent the 
device, IHS said. 

Google hasn't provided 
a timetable for a mass- 
market release of Glass. 
More details could be 
announced next month 
at the company's an¬ 
nual conference for 
developers in San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Besides cost concerns, 
Glass also may have to 
overcome complaints 
about its potential to 
distract and intrude. 
Many of the misgiv¬ 
ings about Glass cen¬ 
ter on its ability to take 
hands-free photos and 
video through voice- 
activated commands. 
The ability to record im¬ 
ages so easily — and 
perhaps secretly — has 
raised privacy and pi¬ 
racy concerns and has 
prompted some casi¬ 
nos, theaters and bars 
to ban the use of Glass 
on their property. Safe¬ 
ty concerns have also 
been raised about driv¬ 
ers wearing Glass, prod¬ 
ding lawmakers to draw 
up new rules forbidding 
use of the device in 
moving vehicles. 
Google and other 
technology enthusiasts 
are hailing Glass as a 
breakthrough that will 
make it easier for peo¬ 
ple to access the Inter¬ 


net while on the go and 
cause fewer disruptions 
to social discourse be¬ 
cause people won’t be 
fumbling around with 
their smartphones as 
frequently. The device 
is also being touted as 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Netflix 
increased its share of fixed- 
line Internet traffic in North 
America in the first half of 
2014, accounting for 34 
percent of data flowing 
to consumers during peak 
times, up from 32 percent 
in the latter half of 2013. 
That’s according to a new 
report from Sandvine Inc., 
a Canadian networking 
services company. 
Sandvine also found that 
file-sharing — the main 
tool of content piracy — 
had fallen to 8.3 percent 
of all daily network traffic, 
compared to 31 percent in 
2008, as legitimate options 
flourished. 

Sandvine for the first time 
identified Internet users 
who are likely “cord cut¬ 
ters,” or those likely to drop 
traditional pay TV. They 
were the top 15 percent 
heaviest users of streaming 
audio and video. 

The group accounted for 
54 percent of all Internet 
traffic, consuming on aver- 


a potentially valuable 
business tool that could 
help police officers, fire 
fighters, doctors and 
reporters do their jobs 
better. 

About 10,000 sets of the 
Explorer edition were 


age 212 gigabytes of data 
per month. That would 
be roughly equivalent to 
watching 100 hours of vid¬ 
eo per month, Sandvine 
said. Meanwhile, the bot¬ 
tom 15 percent of stream¬ 
ers accounted for less than 
1 percent of all traffic, av¬ 
eraging under 5 GB of data 
per month and streaming 
entertainment less than 1 
hour a month. 


initially sold to comput¬ 
er programmers, con¬ 
test winners and other 
invitees. Google hasn’t 
revealed how many 
more sets were sold in 
last month’s one-day 
saleO 


The report comes amid 
public feuding between 
Netflix Inc. and Internet ser¬ 
vice providers about who 
should pay for network 
improvements needed 
to maintain quality video 
streams. Federal regulators 
are also proposing rules 
that could permit new fast 
lanes on the Internet for 
companies that pay for 
the privilegeO 


Netflix’s share of peak 
Internet traffic rises 



In this Friday, Jan. 17, 2014 file photo, a person displays Netflix 
on a tablet in North Andover, Mass. Associated Press 
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Wall Street falls back from record level highs 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Market Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
fell back from record levels 
on Wednesday as investors 
decided it was better to 
play it safe. 

A day after the Standard 
& Poor's 500 index climbed 
above 1,900 for the first 
time, investors turned their 
backs on stocks that would 
benefit more than others in 
a reviving economy. 
Consumer discretionary 
stocks, a group that in¬ 
cludes luxury retailers and 
entertainment companies, 
dropped the most. Indus¬ 
trial and technology com¬ 
panies also fell, and riskier, 
small-company stocks re¬ 
sumed a sell-off after re¬ 
bounding on Monday. 
Instead, investors bought 
safe and steady stocks. 
Utility and telecom stocks, 
which investors favor when 
the markets get chop¬ 
py, rose the most in the 
S&P 500. U.S. government 
bonds also rallied, pushing 
the yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note to its lowest 
in more than six months, 
another sign that investors 
were favoring safer assets. 


“There's some internal self¬ 
correction and rotation 
going on beneath the sur¬ 
face,” said Jim Russell, a 
regional investment direc¬ 
tor at US Bank. Russell said 
stocks were getting closer 
to being fairly valued. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index fell 8.92 points, or 0.5 
percent, to 1,888.53. The 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age dropped 101.47 points, 
or 0.6 percent, to 16,613. 
The Nasdaq composite fell 
29.54 points, or 0.7 percent, 
to 4,100.63. 

The Russell 2000 index, a 
gauge of small-company 
stocks, fell 18.02 points, or 
1.6 percent, to 1,103.14. 
The index has slumped 
9 percent since peaking 
March 4 as investors sold 
riskier stocks. 

Bonds benefited from in¬ 
vestor’s appetite for less 
risky assets. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note, which falls 
when the price of the bond 
rises, dropped to the low¬ 
est it's been since October. 
The yield declined to 2.54 
percent from 2.61 percent 
late Tuesday. 

“People are rotating out of 
equities and into bonds,” 


said Mark Pibl, U.S. fixed in¬ 
come strategists at Canac- 
cord Genuity, a wealth 
manager, of Wednesday’s 
move in the bond market. 
Bonds have surged this year 
because inflation remains 
low and investors have be¬ 
come concerned that the 
economy may not grow 
as quickly as previously an¬ 


ticipated. Barclays’ index 
of Treasury bonds matur¬ 
ing in 20 years or more has 
gained 10.6 percent, out¬ 
performing the 2.2 percent 
rise for the S&P 500 stock 
index. 

In corporate news, Fossil, a 
maker of watches, jewelry 
and accessories, was the 
biggest decliner in the S&P 


500. 

Fossil fell $11.45, or 10.3 per¬ 
cent, to $100 after the com¬ 
pany said late Tuesday that 
its first-quarter net income 
fell 8 percent, despite sales 
gains across all its business 
segments. The results beat 
market expectations, but 
the company gave a weak 
forecast. □ 



Traders John Santiago, left, and William Mclnerney, right, work on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange. Stocks fell back from record levels on Wednesday as investors decided it was better 
to play it safe. 

(AP Photo) 


The New York Times replaces Abramson as Executive Editor 


RAVI SOMAIYA 
© 2014 New York Times 

NEW YORK - Jill Abramson 
has been dismissed as ex¬ 
ecutive editor of The New 
York Times and is being re¬ 
placed by Dean Baquet, 
the managing editor, an 
abrupt change in leader¬ 
ship at one of the nation’s 
largest daily newspapers. 

In announcing the sudden 
switch to a stunned news¬ 
room Wednesday after¬ 
noon, Arthur Sulzberger Jr., 
the publisher of the paper 
and the chairman of The 
New York Times Co., attrib¬ 
uted the move to “an issue 
with management in the 
newsroom.” 

Abramson, 60, a former 
investigative correspon¬ 
dent and Washington edi¬ 
tor who was appointed 
to lead the newsroom in 
2011, was the first woman 
to serve in the top job. She 
joined The Times in 1997. 
“I’ve loved my run at The 


Times,” she said in a state- journalists in the world do- her appointment of many 
ment. ing so much stand-up jour- senior female editors as 

“I got to work with the best nalism,” she added, noting one of her achievements. 



Dean Baquet speaks to staff members at The New York Times in New York on Wednesday, May 
14, 2014. Jill Abramson, the executive editor of The New York Times, is unexpectedly leaving the 
position and will be replaced by Baquet, the managing editor of the newspaper, the company 
said Wednesday. 

(Earl Wilson/The New York Times) 


Sulzberger informed senior 
editors of the change in a 
gathering in a conference 
room Wednesday after¬ 
noon and, shortly after¬ 
ward, addressed hundreds 
of staff members gathered 
on the newsroom floor and 
the staircases surrounding 
it. 

He began by praising 
Baquet but declined to 
elaborate on the ques¬ 
tion he said was “on all of 
your minds” - the reason for 
the sudden switch. Citing 
newsroom management, 
he said it was not about 
the journalism, the direc¬ 
tion of the newsroom or 
the relationship between 
the newsroom and busi¬ 
ness sides of the paper. 

“I chose to appoint a new 
leader for our newsroom 
because I believe that 
new leadership will im¬ 
prove some aspects of the 
management of the news¬ 
room,” he said. □ 
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Sony sinks to $1.3B quarterly loss 


Sears considering selling 
its Canadian operations 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Sony Corp. 
sank to a 138 billion yen 
($1.3 billion) quarterly loss, 
hit by costs from selling its 
personal computer busi¬ 
ness, and is forecasting 
more red ink as it struggles 
to execute a long-prom¬ 
ised turnaround. 

The Tokyo-based maker 
of the PlayStation 4 game 
machine, Bravia TVs and 
Walkman digital player 


also reported Wednesday 
a loss of 128.4 billion yen 
($1.3 billion) for the fiscal 
year through March 2014, 
about three times its loss of 
41.5 billion yen the previous 
year. 

It forecast a 50 billion yen 
($490 million) loss for the 
year ending March 2015 as 
overall sales are expected 
to be flat without its Vaio 
PC business. 

Earlier this month, Sony 
said it would report a big¬ 
ger annual loss than fore¬ 
cast because of expenses 
that stemmed from selling 
Vaio, such as restructuring 
charges and dealing with 
excess inventory in com¬ 
ponents. 

The PC-related losses are 
expected to continue this 
fiscal year, totaling 80 bil¬ 
lion yen ($784 million), on 
top of the 92 billion yen 
($900 million) for the fiscal 
ended March 2014. 

Sony also suffered a drop 
in the value of its overseas 
disc manufacturing busi¬ 
ness and its battery busi¬ 
ness. 


Chief Executive Kazuo Hirai 
and some 40 other senior 
executives are returning 
their entire bonuses, reduc¬ 
ing their annual pay by 40 
to 50 percent. Sony execu¬ 
tives have taken some pay 
cuts in recent years to take 
responsibility for the com¬ 
pany’s poor performance. 
Sony has lost much of 
the brand cachet that 
stemmed from once be¬ 
ing at the cutting edge of 
consumer electronics. In 


recent years it has fallen 
behind in digital recorders 
and flat-panel TVs while 
also facing competition 
from a host of new players 
that can make appliances 
at lower costs. 

In gadgetry, it is Ameri¬ 
can rival Apple Inc. and 
Samsung Electronics Co. 
of South Korea that have 
dazzled with their innova¬ 
tions, not Sony. 

In February, Sony an¬ 
nounced it would with¬ 
draw from the PC business, 
despite the popularity of 
the Vaio brand among 
some Sony fans, especially 
in Japan. 

The deal to sell Vaio to 
a Japanese conglomer¬ 
ate was signed earlier this 
month and the transaction 
is set to be completed in 
July. 

Sony's red ink is flowing 
despite an improvement 
in sales, which rose 14 per¬ 
cent to 7.7 trillion yen ($76 
billion) for the fiscal year. 

It is also struggling despite 
the perk that Japanese 
exporters such as Sony get 


from a weak yen, which 
boosts the value of over¬ 
seas earnings. The dollar 
has strengthened over the 
past year to about 102 yen 
from 80 yen. 

Sony said it trimmed losses 
at its TV operations, which 
have been struggling for 
nearly a decade, a big 
problem for a company 
that had built its reputa¬ 
tion on the fantastic image 
quality of its TVs. 

Sony is splitting off its mon- 


(AP Photo/Shizuo Kambayashi) 

ey-losing TV division to run 
it as a wholly-owned sub¬ 
sidiary. 

In other divisions, Sony lost 
money in its mobile, device 
and video-game business¬ 
es for the fiscal year ended 
March. 

But it was profitable in its 
movie business, where TV 
productions benefited 
from licensing agreements 
for game shows, including 
“Wheel of Fortune.” 

Sony’s music unit also in¬ 
creased profitability, on 
the success of Daft Punk’s 
‘Random Access Mem¬ 
ories,” Beyonce’s “Be- 
yonce” and Miley Cyrus’ 
“Bangerz.” 

Sony grew from mod¬ 
est beginnings in 1946 to 
a global powerhouse. It 
expanded into the enter¬ 
tainment business three 
decades ago, acquiring 
CBS Records in 1988 and 
Columbia Pictures in 1989. 
But it has never managed 
to take full advantage of 
having both electronics 
and entertainment busi¬ 
nesses under its wing.Q 


NEW YORK (AP) — Sears is 
considering selling its Ca¬ 
nadian operations as the 
retailer looks for ways to 
prop up its sagging busi¬ 
ness. 

The retailer, which oper¬ 
ates its namesake stores 
and Kmart locations, said 
that it's looking at strategic 
options for its 51 percent 
interest in Sears Canada. 
The Hoffman Estates, Illinois- 
based company said this 
includes the possible sale 
of its stake or possibly the 
entire Sears Canada op¬ 
eration. 

Sears Canada’s board and 
management plan to co¬ 
operate with Sears Hold¬ 
ings as it explores strategic 
alternatives. 

The news comes as Sears 
Holdings Corp.’s chairman, 
the billionaire hedge fund 
manager Eddie Lampert, 
has been under intense 
pressure to turn around its 
business. He took over as 
CEO in February 2013. 

Sears has had trouble 
adapting as bigger, nim¬ 
bler rivals such as Wal-Mart 
and Home Depot have at¬ 
tracted its customers over 
the years. Sears is trying 
to transform itself to into a 
member-focused business 
rather than a company 
that simply runs a store net¬ 
work. Loyal shoppers now 
receive incentives to buy. 
But its results have been 
hurt as it continues tradi¬ 
tional promotions while in¬ 
vesting in its membership 
program dubbed Shop 
Your Way. 

Sears previously sold some 
store leases in Canada. It 
recently spun off clothing 
business Lands’ End as a 
separate public company 
after not having much suc¬ 
cess with it. 

The possible sale of its busi¬ 
ness north of the border 
also comes as several U.S. 
retailers, particularly Target 
Corp., are having difficul¬ 
ties cracking the Canadian 
market, about one tenth 
the size of the U.S. market. 
The two countries are 
neighbors and they are cul¬ 
turally similar. But Canadian 
stores are grappling with a 
web of costly regulations 
and a slower Canadian 
economy and increasing 
competition are making 


the retail landscape look a 
lot like the U.S. economy. 
Sears expanded into Can¬ 
ada through a joint venture 
in the early 1950s, but it has 
seen heightened competi¬ 
tion from rivals Home De¬ 
pot and Wal-Mart that en¬ 
tered Canada in the 1990s. 
The momentum picked up 
during the Great Reces¬ 
sion. Target, based in Min¬ 
neapolis, expanded into 
the Canadian market last 
year with more than 100 
stores, marking its first foray 
a market outside the U.S. 
But Target's merchandis¬ 
ing mistakes and poor lo¬ 
cations have resulted in a 
$724 million loss on lower 
than-expected sales for 
the year ended Feb. 1. 

The botched up expansion 
was one of the key factors 
behind last week's abrupt 
departure of Target’s CEO 
Gregg Steinhafel who also 
faced intense scrutiny in 
the wake of its massive 
data breach. 

In an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press last week, 
John Mulligan, Target’s 
chief financial officer, who 
is serving as Target’s inter¬ 
im CEO until a permanent 
replacement is named, 
vowed that it would not 
scale back on its expan¬ 
sion plans in Canada. Tar¬ 
get’s longer-term plans 
call for reaching $6 billion 
in revenue in that country. 
But Mulligan noted it was 
making several leadership 
changes to help fix the 
problems. Analysts say that 
Sears is a much different 
story. “(Sears) resembles 
the atrocity of the U.S. busi¬ 
ness," said Brian Sozzi, CEO 
and chief equities strategist 
at Belus Capital Advisors. 
“It’s almost a shell outfit.” 

In 2012, Sears announced 
plans to restore profitability 
by cutting costs, reducing 
inventory, selling off some 
assets and spinning off oth¬ 
ers. Those moves helped 
the company reduce net 
debt by $400 million and 
generated $1.8 billion in 
cash from the asset sales. 
Sears has spun off other 
businesses over the past 
three years, including its 
Hometown and Sears Out¬ 
let stores and its Orchard 
Supply Hardware Stores, to 
raise cash. □ 



People are reflected on a wall of the Sony building at Ginza shopping district in Tokyo, Wednes¬ 
day, May 14, 2014. Sony Corp. sank to a 138 billion yen ($1.3 billion) quarterly loss, hit by costs 
from selling its personal computer business. 








Mutts 


Conceptis Sudoku 


THURSDAY 15 MAY 


^COMICS 





6 Chix 



Blondie 


3Y THE WAV, WE'RE GOING TO 
M DINNER NEXT SATURDAy AT, 
>. : -.THE JACKMANS 



I HAVE TO SPEND ALL EVENING 
WITH THAT NITWIT ELI, WHO'S 
THE SELF-PROCLAIMED EXPERT 



£ 

o 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 




8 


1 

6 



5 


4 







7 

9 





9 





7 



3 






6 


8 




7 


1 






4 



5 





4 





9 

1 







8 


3 



7 

8 


6 



Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Sticky strip 
5 Raise; lift 
10 Slender 

14 Mountain goat 

15 Large sea duck 

16 Days of_; 

yesteryear 

17 Applaud 

18 Linda Lavin’s 
TV role 

19 _ and cons 

20 Actor Peter _ 
22 Glowing 

24 Over the hill 

25 Battlefield cry 

26 Grumpy or Doc 

29 Bowler or fez 

30 Cheese-topped 
tortilla chip 

34 “Ticket to 
Beatles song 

35 Egypt’s boy 
king 

36 More hideous 

37 Didn’t _ up; 
made no sense 

38 First month 

40 Small dollop 

41 Go out of 
business 

43 Gallop 

44 Place to buy 
salami and rye 

45 Rough woolen 
coat fabric 

46 Lower limb 

47 Most terrible 

48 Dinner course 

50 “My _ Sal” 

51 Early flower 
54 Mom and dad 

58 Lariat, for one 

59 Barking marine 
mammals 

61 Young horse 

62 Above 

63 Follow as a 
result of 

64 Take apart 

65 _ away; left 

66 Mates for does 

67 In case 

DOWN 

1 Facial twitches 

2 Up to the task 

3 Ring out 


4 Investigate new 
territory 

5 Listened 

6 Thomas 
Kinkade’s 
paintings 

7 Tyrant _ Amin 

8 Whispered 
confidence 

9 _ on; trample 

10 Normal 

11 Dance at a Bar 
Mitzvah 

12 Thin-headed 
golf club 

13 Bird’s home 

21 Leprechaun 

23 Shabby, dusty 

25 Ripened 

26 Uncomfortable 
breeze 

27 Grieving wife 

28 Confuse 

29 Attila the _ 

31 Apple drink 

32 Makes well 

33 Planet’s path 

35 Faucet 

36 Fancy vase 


38 One of the 12 
Apostles 

39 Summer 
month: abbr. 

42 Pie or mousse 
44 Melancholy 

46 Regret 

47 Armed conflict 
49 Misplaces 


50 Argon & neon 

51 Forehead 

52 Zero, in tennis 

53 Unlock 

54 Sink stopper 

55 Nary a one 

56 Small boys 

57 Job opening 
60 As busy _ bee 


©2014 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 





































































































































































































































































































































































































Ukraine 

Continued from page 9 


Al-Qaida fighters have 
been retreating from areas 
they held in the face of the 
southern offensive, which 
has focused mostly on the 
provinces of Shabwa and 
Marib, east of the capital, 
Sanaa. 

The Defense Ministry said 
dozens of suspected mili¬ 
tants have been killed or 
captured over the past 
three weeks. Yemeni troops 
and allied tribal fighters 
have seized a string of al- 
Qaida-held areas along 
a 60-mile (100-kilometer) 
stretch of highway snaking 
through the rugged des¬ 
ert mountains of the south, 
starting from the Mahfad 
region. 

In an apparent retaliatory 
attack Wednesday, a se¬ 
nior intelligence official in 
the southern city of Mu- 
kalla was gunned down in 
front of his house in a drive- 
by shooting, officials said. 

In Sanaa, security forces 
and anti-terrorism forces 
stormed a house and ar¬ 
rested dozens of suspects 
amid beefed-up security 
measures in the capital. 
Al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula is blamed for 
a number of unsuccess¬ 
ful bomb plots aimed at 
Americans, including an 
attempt to bring down 
a U.S.-bound airliner with 
explosives hidden in the 
bomber's underwear and 
a second plot to send mail 
bombs hidden in the toner 
cartridges on planes head¬ 
ed to the U.S. It overran ter¬ 
ritory in Yemen’s south in 
2011. Yemen’s army, sup¬ 
ported by U.S. military ex¬ 
perts and drone strikes, has 
pushed them back, but 
clashes and al-Qaida at¬ 
tacks in Yemen persist. 

The U.S. Embassy in San¬ 
aa shut down its premises 
last week as a precaution 
against possible retalia¬ 
tory attacks by militants. 
On April 24, two officers 
at the U.S. Embassy get¬ 
ting haircuts at a Sanaa 
barbershop killed two sus¬ 
pected al-Qaida gunmen. 
The New York Times has re¬ 
ported that the Americans 
were a CIA officer and a 
lieutenant colonel with the 
elite Joint Special Opera¬ 
tions Command. □ 
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Violence Against Women 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner Aruba Beach Club 

Superior room wk 19, may 10 to 
17 rm 157, 2 queen beds sleeps 
4, full kitchen, $2350 also 
weeks 26, 32,40 for sale 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

201937 


PROPERTY LAND 
FOR SALE 

93.250 M2 in Catashi Sta. Cruz 
Price: U$15.= / m2 
Call: 735-7525 

201929 

Hot Red week Resales 
La Cabana BRC 

1 Bedroom wk 17 and 18 room 
#229C 

1 Bedroom week 17 and 18 
room #229A 

Thursday chek in ocean view 
price $4500 each 
Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_ 201932 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 

we rent, sell and buy 
Free listings, free information, 
28 years experience. 

More info 

Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201932 

Hot Red week Resales 
Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold season wk 18-50 

1 bdrm ocean view $8000 
Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season wk 18-50 

2 bdrm ocean view $11000 
Call: (297)562-0712. 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201932 

Hot Red week Resales 
Divi Village 

2 bdrm, 2 bath 

week 18/19 room #3506 
25 weeks remain on contract 
10 can be accelerated 
maintenance fee $947 
Price:$11Keach 
Call: (297)562-0712. 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201932 

FOR SALE by owner 
Condo in Tierra del Sol 

first floor facing Golf Course 

3 bdr move in condition 
Fully Furnished with new 
furniture and appliances 
Call in USA 203-526-9329 or 
203 722 5647 

201910 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner Divi Aruba 

Studios or one bedroom units 
may 15 to dec. 13, also can be 
used at Barbados, Bonaire, St. 
Croix, St Martin. Rentals 
considered. 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

201937 


Kunuku Abou 107 

This spacious property 
has 3 bedrooms, a pool, 
an office, a guest 
apartment and is built 
on total 818m 2 property 
land, located in a quiet 
residential area called 
Residencia Amalia. Con¬ 
structed area is 161m 2 , 
covered patio 56m 2 , 
maids room 27m 2 . This 
garden is fully fenced-in 
and nicely landscaped. 


US$ 420.786,- 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 

Aruba Real Estate www.arubahouses.com 


How toxMch us! 
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T#DAY 




DOCTOR 

f ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

\ 

Dr. Esschendal 


EMERGENCIA 


911 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVAN ETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

CSTAD: Eagle Tel: 587-9011 

S. NlCOLAS:Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


May 15 

Carnival Breeze 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

FOUNDATION ” 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 


Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-33_45/58_6-_6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Explorer: Shipwreck off Haiti may be Santa Maria 



In this May 2003 photo, a diver measures a lombard cannon adjacent to a ballast pile, off the 
North coast of Haiti, at a site explorer Barry Clifford says could be the wreckage of Cristpher 
Colombus’ flagship vessel the Santa Maria. Associated Press 


BEN FOX 
TRENTON DANIEL 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— A shipwreck off norfhern 
Haiti may be the remains 
of Christopher Columbus’ 
flagship vessel the Santa 
Maria, an explorer said 
Tuesday, though experts 
expressed caution about a 
discovery that was far from 
confirmed. 

Explorer Barry Clifford said 
evidence that the wreck 
is the Santa Maria, which 
struck ground and foun¬ 
dered on Christmas Day 
in 1492, includes ballast 
stones that appear to 
have come from Spain or 
Portugal and what looks 
like a 15th century cannon 
that was at the site during 
an initial inspection but has 
since disappeared. 

Clifford, known for discov¬ 
ering a pirate ship off Cape 
Cod in 1984, said another 
factor is the location of 
the wreckage, in about 15 
feet of water near where 
the crew of the Santa Ma¬ 
ria is thought to have built 
a coastal settlement for 
crew members of the ship 
who were left behind after 
the sinking. 

“The circumstantial evi¬ 
dence is overwhelming,” 
Clifford said in a phone 
interview from his home in 
Provincetown, Massachu¬ 
setts. “The cannon is the 
smoking gun, so to speak.” 
He said that he and his 
son, Brandon, first explored 
the site and took photos 
in 2003. They decided to 


publicize their findings af¬ 
ter a follow-up dive and 
examination of the pho¬ 
tos led them to conclude 
they may have found the 
Santa Maria. The cannon 
that they saw in 2003 had 
vanished by the time they 
returned last week. 

Clifford, whose exploration 
of the site is being backed 
by the History Channel, 
says he has asked the Hai¬ 
tian government to pre¬ 
serve the area around 
the wreck. “The next step 
is a careful, thorough and 
timely excavation," he 
said. 

Salim Succar, a special 
adviser to Prime Minister 
Laurent Lamothe, said the 
government will do “all 
that is needed” to protect 
the site “while deciding on 
the best options to feature 
this discovery.” 

If the ship is the Santa Ma¬ 
ria, it would be the oldest 
known European ship¬ 
wreck in the so-called New 
World and a find of ma¬ 
jor archaeological signifi¬ 
cance. But scientists say it’s 
far too early to make any 
such declaration especial¬ 
ly since there is likely to be 
very little left of the vessel. 
“The evidence, as you can 
imagine, after more than 
500 years is not going to 
be very much because of 
time and the environment 
that the site is in,” said 
Roger C. Smith, the State 
Underwater Archaeologist 
for Florida. “It’s going to 
require some careful ar¬ 
chaeology.” 


Smith, who has searched 
for wrecks of Columbus’ 
ships in Haiti, the Domini¬ 
can Republic, Jamaica 
and Panama, said it's pos¬ 
sible the ship found by Clif¬ 
ford is the Santa Maria, but 
he noted that there was 
at least one wreck in that 
area that was once mistak¬ 
enly thought to the ship but 
turned out to be a much 
later vessel. 

Kevin Crisman, director of 
the Center for Maritime 
Archaeology and Conser¬ 
vation at Texas A&M Uni¬ 


versity, said many Spanish 
ships sank off Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic, and 
it will be difficult to confirm 
that this is the Santa Maria. 
“Anything is possible in this 
world, but I would like to 
see all the evidence, and 
so far this is not too promis¬ 
ing,” Crisman said. 

The ship sank slowly in 1492 
and the crew had time to 
strip it and remove valu¬ 
able items that would help 
document the identity of 
the vessel. 

Much, if not all, of the ship’s 


timbers would have broken 
down or been consumed 
by a species of wood¬ 
consuming mollusk found 
in the tropical waters — if it 
hadn’t been carted away 
by crew members who 
were left behind and never 
heard from again. 

“If whoever finds the Santa 
Maria can confirm that it’s 
the Santa Maria, that’s kind 
of like the Holy Grail," Cris¬ 
man said. “It would be very 
exciting but I remain skepti¬ 
cal because people make 
claims all the time. ”□ 


Call Now 
741 - 8861 

e Where dreams come true 

Massage & Escort services 

BEAUTIFUL 
LATIN 
WOMEN 

for adults 

Sweet and Sensual 
Service 24/7 







Massage and escort service 

Beautiful Latin Girls 

Pick-up & Delivery 

Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 

Red Light Tour 

Bachelor Party Specialized, the best in the Caribbean 

Call: 565-9535 
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‘Now That’s What I Call Music’ reaches milestone 



This photo provided by NOW That’s What I Call Music! shows 
the cover art for the “NOW 50,” standard edition. 

Associated Press 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Like many music fans, Tay¬ 
lor Swift’s relationship with 
the “Now That's What I 
Call Music” series stretches 
back more than a decade. 
She and her brother would 
listen to the series when 
they were children before 
Swift became a regular 
contributor with appear¬ 
ances on 10 albums in the 
run. 

“I had ‘Now 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,’” 
the 24-year-old music 
star said with a smile. “I 
think now we're at ‘Now 
1,002,042.'” 

Close. 

The series has reached No. 
50, a serious milestone for a 
physical sales survivor that’s 
managed to navigate 
changes in a digital world 
to remain relevant, profit¬ 
able and consistent since 
its U.S. debut 16 years ago. 
Despite the availability of 
popular singles and the 
general erosion of physical 
album sales, installment 
No. 50 was expected to 
debut atop the Billboard 
200 this week, marking the 
series’ 18th No. 1. Only The 
Beatles have more with 19. 
Each installment used to 
be guaranteed platinum, 
but sales have dropped 
below 1 million per release 
during an industrywide de¬ 
cline. Yet it proportionately 
remains a factor on the 
charts and is available on 
streaming and digital plat¬ 
forms. Earning a spot on a 
volume’s track list still can 
mean an artist has truly 


penetrated America’s pop 
cultural consciousness. 

“It is confirmation of mak¬ 
ing a song that has be¬ 
come part of the social 
fabric and will likely remain 
that way for a while," said 
Aloe Blacc. His song “The 
Man” is on No. 50. “When 
popular songs are com¬ 
piled in the ‘Now’ series, 
you get a snapshot of a 
moment in time, and to be 
part of that picture is an 
honor.” 

The series — based on 
a popular British run of 
the same name that has 
reached No. 87 — is like¬ 
ly the most successful in 
modern music history, sell¬ 
ing more than 76 million 
copies in its numbered U.S. 
series alone, according to 
Nielsen SoundScan. It re¬ 
mains popular for reasons 
that include convenience, 
brand appeal, format pref¬ 
erence and familiarity. 
“You have the 50 albums, 
plus dozens of these 
‘Now’-branded compila¬ 
tions — ‘Now That’s What 
I Call Disney,’ ‘Now That’s 
What I Call Dance Music’ 
— it goes on and on and 
on, and all those things sell, 
too,” said Keith Caulfield, 
Billboard’s associate direc¬ 
tor of charts/retail. “Not 
in the way the numbered 
compilations do, but it's 
just all gravy. It's such a 
well-known brand, when 
a ‘Now’ album comes out, 
you already know what it 
is.” 

Nielsen figures show Vol. 5 


was the series’ most popu¬ 
lar, selling nearly 4.8 million 
copies. The series remained 
above the platinum level 
into 2008, and sales for 
recent volumes hover 
around 500,000 — a very 
solid number in 2014. Vol. 
50 was expected to be the 
49th straight top 10 debut 
for the series — and all 50 
reached the top 10. Over 
time, though, the reasons 
behind that success have 
changed. “Now” filled a 
gap when it debuted in 
1998 that no longer exists. 
“People have to remem¬ 
ber back in the day before 
iTunes, before YouTube, 
the only way you could 
actually get the song that 
you wanted, that you en¬ 
joyed, was to purchase it 
as a CD single in the store 
or to purchase an album 
that had the song on it,” 


MIKE CIDONI LENNOX 
AP Entertainment Writer 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) 

— Stevie Nicks thought 
former bandmate Chris¬ 
tine McVie was joking 
when she told her that she 
wanted to go on tour with 
Fleetwood Mac last year. 
“I'm like, ‘Well, you’ve 
convinced us over 16 
years that you were never 
coming back. You finally, 
actually convinced us. So, 
are you kidding?”’ Nicks 
said. 

McVie was serious. And 
Fleetwood Mac is finally 
back to its most successful 
configuration, which also 


Caulfield said. “And a lot 
of the singles from the late 
‘90s were not released as 
commercial singles.” 

These days, that's not a 
problem. So who’s buying 
“Now” discs? And why? 
Those are questions that se¬ 
ries creators ask constantly. 
Some of the answers they 
get from buyers they sur¬ 
vey are surprising, others 
predictable. 

While physical album sales 
tend to skew older these 
days, “Now” runs against 
that conventional wisdom. 
Laura Rutherford, “Now” 
senior vice president of 
marketing and operations, 
says slightly more than half 
its listeners are 24 or young¬ 
er. Older listeners 35 to 44 
account for just 17 percent 
of sales. 

Familiarity and the tech¬ 
nological divide seem to 


includes Lindsey Bucking¬ 
ham, Mick Fleetwood and 
Christine’s ex-husband 
John McVie, who was 
treated for cancer last 
year. 

Their 33-city tour, “On With 
the Show,” starts Sept. 30 
in Minneapolis. McVie, 70, 
last toured with the band 
in 1998. 

"And I said, ‘Well, Chris, 
have you seen us in con¬ 
cert lately? Because you 
should see us, because it’s 
very physical," Nicks said. 
"It's almost three hours, 
and you kind of have to 
be an athlete. So, get a 
trainer.’ And she did! She 


drive those buyers. Studies 
with “Now” buyers show 
fans keep coming back for 
simple reasons: First, they 
know the line and count 
on it for cherry-picking hits. 
As Jeff Moskow, the “Now” 
head of A&R, puts it: “A lot 
of these fans have grown 
up with us. They've grown 
up with our sound, they've 
grown up with what we 
represent and they’re 
very comfortable with our 
brand.” 

There’s also the simplic¬ 
ity of the much-dismissed 
CD. While today’s digital 
marketplace offers con¬ 
venience, it’s not the kind 
of convenience every¬ 
one wants or can afford. 
And while much has been 
made about cars being 
built without disc players, 
most American cars still 
have them. □ 


did, totally!” 

Nicks, 65, made the com¬ 
ments Tuesday night when 
she was honored with an 
icon award from music- 
rights management group 
Broadcast Music Inc. 
Adam Levine, Sheryl Crow, 
Lady Antebellum and Sha- 
kira paid tribute to Nicks 
with performances at the 
annual BMI Pop Awards in 
Beverly Hills, California. 
Nicks, who received the 
honor for writing well- 
known tunes for Fleet- 
wood Mac and for her 
solo career, says the band 
is working on new music. 
She’s still working solo, too: 
Her upcoming album will 
feature songs she has writ¬ 
ten and, in some cases, 
performed over the years, 
that fans asked to be 
properly recorded. 

“We went onto YouTube 
and we found all the 
songs that, somehow, 
were taken from my house 
or picked up or loaned 
out or whatever ... and 
we went to Nashville and 
we recorded 17 songs,” 
she said. “So they’re like 
all starting from like 1969 
maybe? I call them my 
24-carat gold songs."□ 


Nicks gets BMI honor, talks 
Fleetwood Mac reunion 



Stevie Nicks poses with the BMI Icon Award at the 62nd Annual 
BMI Pop Awards at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel on Tuesday, May 
13, 2014, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Associated Press 
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CBS adding 5 new series in the fall 



NEW YORK (AP) — Tea Le- 

oni will portray the U.S. sec¬ 
retary of state in a new CBS 
drama this fall, the long- 
running comedy “Two and 
Half Men” will enter its final 
season and television’s 
top-rated network will in¬ 
troduce a new generation 
of crime procedurals. 

CBS said Wednesday it 
has ordered eight new se¬ 
ries for next season, five of 
them premiering in the fall, 
with a New Orleans-based 
spinoff of TV’s most popu¬ 
lar series, “NCIS,” among 
them. 

As it has been for several 
years, CBS will end the 
season as television’s top 
network. Viewership was 
down this season, how¬ 
ever, and CBS is doubling 
down on what its viewers 
find familiar: five of the six 
new dramas will be about 
fighting crime. 

The exception is “Madam 
Secretary,” where Leoni 
will star as a former college 
professor turned secretary 
of state. It will be paired on 
CBS’ Sunday-night sched¬ 
ule with the network’s 
most critically acclaimed 
drama, “The Good Wife.” 
"Two and a Half Men,” 


which began airing in 2003, 
will have its farewell sea¬ 
son. The series has survived 
despite losing one and a 
half of the men — Charlie 
Sheen and youthful actor 
Angus T. Jones — in noisy 
and controversial fashion. 
Creator Chuck Lorre prom¬ 
ises plenty of surprises for 
the final season, but top 
CBS entertainment execu¬ 
tive Nina Tassler said she 
doesn’t know whether 
bringing Sheen’s charac¬ 
ter back from the dead will 
be one of them. 

“NCIS: New Orleans,” 

which will star Scott Bakula, 
gets the prized time slot of 
Tuesday following “NCIS.” 
The already established 
spinoff, "NCIS: Los Ange¬ 
les,” will move to Monday 
nights. 

For the first time in more 
than 25 years, CBS’ Mon¬ 
day schedule will not in¬ 
clude four comedies. The 
9 p .m. Monday time slot, 
long the home to CBS’ 
most high-profile com¬ 
edies, will instead be filled 
by “Scorpion,” a story 
about eccentric geniuses 
fighting crime. While a dra¬ 
ma, "Scorpion" has its fun¬ 
ny moments, Tassler said. 


CBS will air NFL football 
games on Thursday nights 
through late October, 
meaning its regular Thurs¬ 
day evening of entertain¬ 
ment shows won't pre¬ 
miere until Oct. 30. The 
network will temporarily 
move “The Big Bang The¬ 
ory” to Mondays until the 
Thursday football games 
stop. 

CBS is canceling "The 
Crazy Ones” starring Robin 
Williams after one season. 
The two highest-profile 
new comedies of last sea¬ 
son, starring Williams and 
Michael J. Fox on NBC, 
proved to be failures. CBS 
also ended “Bad Teach¬ 
er,” "Intelligence,” "Hos¬ 
tages” and “Friends With 
Better Lives.” 

Somewhat surprisingly, CBS 
rejected “How I Met Your 
Dad,” the planned spinoff 
to "How I Met Your Mother” 
that featured Meg Ryan as 
a narrator. Tassler said CBS 
had creative problems 
with the pilot and wanted 
producers to redo it, and 
they would not. 

The network stressed its 
plans to stay open for busi¬ 
ness all year, bringing fresh 
programming on the air 


constantly. To that end, 
"The Mentalist,” "Mike & 
Molly” and "Undercover 
Boss” will all return next 
season; it’s just not certain 
when. New series starring 
Matthew Perry, Josh Du- 
hamel and Patricia Ar¬ 
quette were all ordered 
but won’t appear in the 
fall. 

"There are other networks 
that wish they had these 
shows for their fall sched¬ 
ules,” Tassler said. 

Other new series planned 
by CBS: 

—"Stalker,” starring Dylan 
McDermott as a detective 


investigating stalking inci¬ 
dents. 

—"The McCarthys,” a 
comedy about a sports- 
crazed Boston family. 
—’’Battle Creek,” with Du- 
hamel and Dean Winters 
as a mismatched law en¬ 
forcement team in Michi¬ 
gan. 

—”CSI: Cyber,” a high- 
tech spinoff of “CSI: Crime 
Scene Investigation” star¬ 
ring Arquette. 

—’’The Odd Couple,” a 
comedy remake with Perry 
as the slob and Thomas 
Lennon as his neat-freak 
friend.□ 


Conan O’Brien to 
stay up late at 
TBS through 2018 


NEW YORK (AP) — Team 
Coco will continue to play 
for TBS for four more years. 
The network says Conan 
O'Brien will be sticking 
around with his late-night 
hour through 2018. 
“Conan” premiered on TBS 
in November 2010. It airs 
Monday through Thursday 
at 11 p.m. Eastern time. 

The announcement 

Wednesday comes with 
the late-night landscape in 
flux at rival networks. In re¬ 
cent months Jimmy Fallon 
has taken over NBC's “To¬ 
night Show" from Jay Leno, 
while David Letterman has 
announced his retirement 
next year from CBS’ “Late 
Show,” with Stephen Col¬ 
bert taking over. 

Before joining TBS, O’Brien 



In this Dec. 12, 2013, file 
photo, talk show host Conan 
O'Brien arrives for the 
Breakthrough Prize in Life 
Sciences awards in Moffett 
Field, Calif. 

Associated Press 

had hosted NBC’s “Late 
Night” followed by a brief 
stint as star of “Tonight.” 
Recently TBS announced 
that in 2015, O’Brien will 
become the first late-night 
host to broadcast his show 
from San Diego's Comic- 
ConO 


Review: ‘The Skin Collector’ 
is tense thriller 



This book cover image 
released by Grand Central 
Publishing shows “The Skin 
Collector,” by Jeffery Deaver. 

Associated Press 

JEFF AYERS 
Associated Press 

Jeffery Deaver brings back 
detective Lincoln Rhyme in 
his tense new thriller, “The 
Skin Collector.” 


Rhyme and his colleagues 
must face a killer inspired 
by a maniac known as the 
Bone Collector (Rhyme’s 
first case), who tattoos his 
victims with a cryptic word 
or phrase. At first the mes¬ 
sage seems meaningless, 
but Rhyme quickly figures 
out there will be more vic¬ 
tims to complete the puz¬ 
zle. 

A survivor of an attack spots 
a bizarre centipede tattoo 
on the attacker’s arm. This 
clue leads investigators to 
tattoo parlors to try and 
learn who designed and 
inked the artwork. Pages 
from an out-of-print book 
are discovered at one 
of the crime scenes, and 
Rhyme soon deciphers the 
text as from a book chroni¬ 
cling him and his methods. 
This antagonist has studied 
Rhyme and can anticipate 


his every move — even 
plant evidence to lead 
police astray. How can 
Rhyme stop a madman 
who seems to know what 
he's going to do before he 
does? 

Rhyme has a superior 
mind, and the people he 
surrounds himself with are 
the best of the best in the 
police department. The 
story becomes all about 
following the evidence, 
even when it contradicts 
the facts. 

Deaver’s ability to tell the 
reader everything and still 
manipulate the story with 
diabolical twists is the sign 
of a master at work. Read¬ 
ers unfamiliar with Lincoln 
Rhyme will find a detective 
that rivals Sherlock Holm¬ 
es, and fans will enjoy the 
familial and reflective as¬ 
pects of previous casesO 
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Read, Kids, Read 



THE* CLASH OF C ivi LixATiof^S 

Crazy Climate Economics 



FRANK BRUNI 
© 2014 New York Times 


As an uncle I'm inconsistent 
about too many things. 

Birthdays, for example. My neph¬ 
ew Mark had one Sunday, and 
I didn’t remember - and send 
a text - until 10 p.m., by which 
point he was asleep. 

School productions, too. I saw 
my niece Bella in “Seussical: The 
Musical” but missed ‘‘The Wiz.” 
She played Toto, a feat of trans¬ 
species transmogrification that 
not even Meryl, with all of her 
accents, has pulled off. 

But about books, I’m steady. Re¬ 
lentless. I’m incessantly asking 
my nephews and nieces what 
they’re reading and why they’re 
not reading more. I’m reliably 
hurling novels at them, and also 
at friends’ kids. I may well be 
responsible for 10 percent of all 
sales of ‘‘The Fault in Our Stars,” 
a teenage love story to be re¬ 
leased as a movie next month. 
Never have I spent money with 
fewer regrets, because I believe 
in reading - not just in its power 
to transport but in its power to 
transform. 

So I was crestfallen Monday, 
when a new report by Com¬ 
mon Sense Media came out. It 
showed that 30 years ago, only 
8 percent of 13-year-olds and 9 
percent of 17-year-olds said that 
they ‘‘hardly ever” or never read 
for pleasure. Today, 22 percent 
of 13-year-olds and 27 percent 
of 17-year-olds say that. Fewer 
than 20 percent of 17-year-olds 
now read for pleasure ‘‘almost 
everyday.” Back in 1984,31 per¬ 
cent did. What a marked and 
depressing change. 

I know, I know: This sounds like 
a fogy’s crotchety lament. Or, 
worse, like self-interest. Profes¬ 
sional writers arguing for vigorous 
reading are dinosaurs begging 
for a last breath. We’re panhan¬ 
dlers with a better vocabulary. 
But I’m coming at this differ¬ 
ently, as someone convinced 
that reading does things - to the 
brain, heart and spirit - that mov¬ 
ies, television, video games and 
the rest of it cannot. 

There’s research on this, and 
it’s cited in a recent article in 
The Guardian by Dan Hurley, 
who wrote that after ‘‘three 
years interviewing psychologists 
and neuroscientists around the 
world,” he’d concluded that 
‘‘reading and intelligence have 
a relationship so close as to be 
symbiotic.” 

In terms of smarts and success, is 


reading causative or merely cor¬ 
related? Which comes first, ‘‘The 
Hardy Boys” or the hardy mind? 
That’s difficult to unravel, but 
several studies have suggested 
that people who read fiction, 
reveling in its analysis of charac¬ 
ter and motivation, are more ad¬ 
ept at reading people, too: at 
sizing up the social whirl around 
them. They’re more empathetic. 
God knows we need that. 

Late last year, neuroscientists at 
Emory University reported en¬ 
hanced neural activity in people 
who’d been given a regular 
course of daily reading, which 
seemed to jog the brain: to raise 
its game, if you will. 

Some experts have doubts 
about that experiment’s meth¬ 
odology, but I’m struck by how 
its findings track something my 
friends and I often discuss. If we 
spend our last hours or minutes 
of the night reading rather than 
watching television, we wake 
the next morning with thoughts 
less jumbled, moods less jan¬ 
gled. Reading has bequeathed 
what meditation promises. It has 
smoothed and focused us. 
Maybe that’s about the quiet of 
reading, the pace of it. At Suc¬ 
cess Academy Charter Schools 
in New York City, whose students 
significantly outperform most 
peers statewide, the youngest 
kids all learn and play chess, in 
part because it hones ‘‘the abil¬ 
ity to focus and concentrate,” 
said Sean O’Hanlon, who super¬ 
vises the program. Doesn’t read¬ 
ing do the same? 

Daniel Willingham, a psychology 
professor at the University of Vir¬ 
ginia, framed it as a potentially 
crucial corrective to the rapid 
metabolism and sensory over¬ 
load of digital technology. He 
told me that it can demonstrate 
to kids that there’s payoff in ‘‘do¬ 
ing something taxing, in delayed 
gratification.” A new book of his, 
‘‘Raising Kids Who Read,” will be 
published later this year. 

Before talking with him, I ar¬ 
ranged a conference call with 
David Levithan and Amanda 
Maciel. Both have written fiction 
in the young adult genre, whose 
current robustness is cause to re¬ 
joice, and they rightly noted that 
the intensity of the connection 
that a person feels to a favor¬ 
ite novel, with which he or she 
spends eight or 10 or 20 hours, is 
unlike any response to a movie. 
That observation brought to 
mind a moment in ‘‘The Fault in 
Our Stars” when one of the pro¬ 
tagonists says that sometimes, 
‘‘You read a book and it fills you 
with this weird evangelical zeal, 
and you become convinced 
that the shattered world will nev¬ 
er be put back together unless 
and until all living humans read 
the book.” 

Books are personal, passionate. 
They stir emotions and spark 
thoughts in a manner all their 
own, and I’m convinced that the 
shattered world has less hope for 
repair if reading becomes an 
ever smaller part of it.Q 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

Everywhere you look these days, 
you see Marxism on the rise. Well, 
OK, maybe you don’t - but con¬ 
servatives do. If you so much 
as mention income inequal¬ 
ity, you’ll be denounced as the 
second coming of Joseph Sta¬ 
lin; Rick Santorum has declared 
that any use of the word ‘‘class” 
is ‘‘Marxism talk.” In the right’s 
eyes, sinister motives lurk every¬ 
where - for example, George Will 
says the only reason progressives 
favor trains is their goal of ‘‘di¬ 
minishing Americans’ individual¬ 
ism in order to make them more 
amenable to collectivism.” 

So it goes without saying that 
Obamacare, based on ideas 
originally developed at the 
Heritage Foundation, is a Marx¬ 
ist scheme - why, requiring that 
people purchase insurance is 
practically the same as sending 
them to gulags. 

And just wait until the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency an¬ 
nounces rules intended to slow 
the pace of climate change. 
Until now, the right’s climate cra¬ 
ziness has mainly been focused 
on attacking the science. And 
it has been quite a spectacle: 
At this point almost all card- 
carrying conservatives endorse 
the view that climate change is 
a gigantic hoax, that thousands 
of research papers showing a 
warming planet - 97 percent of 
the literature - are the product of 
a vast international conspiracy. 
But as the Obama administra¬ 


tion moves toward actually do¬ 
ing something based on that sci¬ 
ence, crazy climate economics 
will come into its own. 

You can already get a taste of 
what’s coming in the dissenting 
opinions from a recent Supreme 
Court ruling on power-plant pol¬ 
lution. A majority of the justices 
agreed that the EPA has the 
right to regulate smog from coal- 
fired power plants, which drifts 
across state lines. But Justice 
Antonin Scalia didn’t just dissent; 
he suggested that the EPA’s pro¬ 
posed rule - which would tie the 
size of required smog reductions 
to cost - reflected the Marxist 
concept of ‘‘from each accord¬ 
ing to his ability.” Taking cost into 
consideration is Marxist? Who 
knew? And you can just imag¬ 
ine what will happen when the 
EPA, buoyed by the smog ruling, 
moves on to regulation of green¬ 
house gas emissions. 

What do I mean by crazy cli¬ 
mate economics? 

First, we’ll see any effort to limit 
pollution denounced as a ty¬ 
rannical act. Pollution wasn’t 
always a deeply partisan issue: 
Economists in the George W. 
Bush administration wrote pae¬ 
ans to ‘‘market based” pollution 
controls, and in 2008 John Mc¬ 
Cain made proposals for cap- 
and-trade limits on greenhouse 
gases part of his presidential 
campaign. But when House 
Democrats actually passed a 
cap-and-trade bill in 2009, it 
was attacked as, you guessed 
it, Marxist. And these days Re¬ 
publicans come out in force to 
oppose even the most obviously 
needed regulations, like the plan 
to reduce the pollution that’s kill¬ 
ing Chesapeake Bay. 

Second, we’ll see claims that 
any effort to limit emissions will 
have what Sen. Marco Rubio is 
already calling ‘‘a devastating 
impact on our economy.” 

Why is this crazy? Normally, con¬ 
servatives extol the magic of 
markets and the adaptability of 
the private sector, which is sup¬ 


posedly able to transcend with 
ease any constraints posed by, 
say, limited supplies of natural 
resources. But as soon as anyone 
proposes adding a few limits to 
reflect environmental issues - 
such as a cap on carbon emis¬ 
sions - those all-capable corpo¬ 
rations supposedly lose any abil¬ 
ity to cope with change. 

Now, the rules the EPA is likely to 
impose won’t give the private 
sector as much flexibility as it 
would have had in dealing with 
an economywide carbon cap 
or emissions tax. But Republicans 
have only themselves to blame: 
Their scorched-earth opposition 
to any kind of climate policy 
has left executive action by the 
White House as the only route 
forward. 

Furthermore, it turns out that fo¬ 
cusing climate policy on coal- 
fired power plants isn’t bad as a 
first step. Such plants aren’t the 
only source of greenhouse gas 
emissions, but they’re a large 
part of the problem - and the 
best estimates we have of the 
path forward suggest that re¬ 
ducing power-plant emissions 
will be a large part of any solu¬ 
tion. 

What about the argument that 
unilateral U.S. action won’t work, 
because China is the real prob¬ 
lem? It’s true that we’re no lon¬ 
ger No. 1 in greenhouse gases - 
but we’re still a strong No. 2. Fur¬ 
thermore, U.S. action on climate 
is a necessary first step toward 
a broader international agree¬ 
ment, which will surely include 
sanctions on countries that don’t 
participate. 

So the coming firestorm over 
new power-plant regulations 
won’t be a genuine debate - just 
as there isn’t a genuine debate 
about climate science. Instead, 
the airwaves will be filled with 
conspiracy theories and wild 
claims about costs, all of which 
should be ignored. Climate pol¬ 
icy may finally be getting some¬ 
where; let’s not let crazy climate 
economics get in the way. Q 
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A Funny Name, a Serious Sport. Pickleball, Anyone? 


PETER T. KILBORN 
© 2014 New York Times 
GAINESVILLE, Va. - Maybe 
it was the whimsical name 
- pickleball - that got baby 
boomers to try the game. 
A hybrid of racket and 
paddle sports, it was not 
notably new. Pickleball be¬ 
gan on Bainbridge Island, 
Washington, where legend 
has it that Pickles, the resi¬ 
dent cocker spaniel, would 
chase the errant ball. It 
was Pickles' ball, thus the 


name. 

Here and there, mostly in 
the Northwest, pickleball 
drew some interest. But 
nearly a half-century since 
its creation, pickleball has 
reached critical mass. It 
has hooked the hardy and 
quick among the 77 mil¬ 
lion Americans who began 
streaming into retirement 
three years ago at 65. 
“That is where the growth 
is coming from,” said Justin 
Maloof, executive director 
of the USA Pickleball Asso¬ 
ciation in Surprise, Arizona. 
The association counts 
150,000 active players 
now, almost triple the num¬ 
ber in 2010, and Maloof is 
sure there are many more 
he can't track. 

Too impatient for golf, too 
prudent for skateboards 


and skis, and too mobile 
or proud for shuffleboard, 
boomers are carving up 
underused volleyball, bas¬ 
ketball and tennis courts 
to bring pickleball to their 
gyms and parks, their 
country clubs and retire¬ 
ment communities. Players 
are “picklers.” They “pick¬ 
le.” Lose, they're “pickled.” 
Perhaps no organized sport 
since baseball, football 
and basketball matches 
pickleball's seduction of so 


wide a swath of the popu¬ 
lation. Last year pickleball 
was admitted to the Na¬ 
tional Senior Games, the 
first new sport in 20 years. 
States, counties and cities 
are adding pickleball to 
their games. The District of 
Columbia does not have 
a single permanent pickle¬ 
ball court, but in March the 
city added the sport to its 
senior games. 

Pickleball’s precursors are 
tennis, table tennis and 
badminton. 

The game is played on a 
smooth, hard surface, usu¬ 
ally concrete, blacktop 
or a gymnasium floor. The 
court resembles a tennis 
court, but its net is a bit 
lower. It doesn't have al¬ 
leys for doubles (although 
the game is often played 


in doubles), and at about 
half the size of a tennis 
court, it is more like a bad¬ 
minton court. The ball is 
hard, hollow and perforat¬ 
ed, a modified whiffle ball. 
Like table tennis, pickleball 
is played with a paddle, 
about 8 inches wide and 
15 inches long, including 
the handle, faced with 
plywood, graphite or com¬ 
posite. In singles or doubles, 
players serve underhand 
and diagonally from one 


side of the baseline, then 
the other. The ball must 
bounce before the serve 
is returned, and, unlike in 
tennis, the return, too, must 
bounce. Then volleying, 
or hitting midair before a 
bounce, can begin. 

The play can be dainty 
and slow, or it can be fast 
and ferocious. Pickleball's 
appeal to older adults lies 
in its kindness to joints and 
bones. Most play doubles, 
so they can hit most balls 
within one or two steps. 
Pickleball can stir resis¬ 
tance from neighbors. 
They complain that the 
incessant thwhack of the 
paddles rattles their ears 
worse than children slam¬ 
ming skateboards on as¬ 
phalt. In 2009, two home- 
owners sued the Rockford 


Park District in Illinois to stop 
pickleballing at new courts 
that the department in¬ 
stalled near their homes. 
In January, the court ruled 
for the parks. Buy a house 
near a recreational park, 
the court basically said, 
and you set yourself up for 
some noise. 

Near the community club¬ 
house of the Heritage 
Hunt retiree development 
of $250,000 to $700,000 
homes in Gainesville, Vir¬ 


ginia, 40 miles west of 
Washington, are two pris¬ 
tine tennis courts that are 
not often used for ten¬ 
nis. Three years ago, Esta 
Gladstone, 70, a resident 
and semiretired photogra¬ 
pher, beat back the tennis 
lobby to lower the nets two 
inches and paint red pick¬ 
leball lines inside the white 
tennis lines. 

Twice a week, Gladstone 
assembles players for two 
hours of doubles. On a 
sunny and brisk Thursday 
in April, 10 showed up. The 
first was Jill Devanney, 53, 
a former tennis player. Ten¬ 
nis, she said, had become 
too fast and muscular. She 
can control a pickleball 
better. “It’s more of a fi¬ 
nesse game,” she said. 
Next was Ronald Foltz, 


71, a retired map servic¬ 
es worker for the federal 
government. “He’s spank¬ 
ing new,” Gladstone said. 
“You get a new guy like 
Ron and pair him with a 
good player. That's how 
you get them into the 
game.” 

“You need good enough 
knees,” Gladstone said, 
“a good back, good eye- 
hand coordination, good 
balance. That probably 
eliminates two-thirds of the 
people who live here." 
When newcomers appear, 
she checks them out. “Are 
you well enough to play?" 
she asks. “I can tell imme¬ 
diately who should come 
back, but I can’t tell them 
that.” Watching Foltz start, 
she said, “He’s qualified.” 
She dispatched him to play 
with experienced players 
like Ralph Tapp, 70, who 
spent a career with the 
Agriculture Department's 
Agricultural Marketing Ser¬ 
vice. He wears a deeply 
carved gold rock of a ring. 
It commemorates the 40th 
anniversary of his Oklaho¬ 
ma State University basket¬ 
ball team’s winning the Big 
Eight Conference in 1965. 
“I've been playing this for 
five or six years,” he said. 
Tapp is tall, limber and 
strong, and lethal catching 
a lob that he slams at his 
foe's toes. 

Wilier players like Devan¬ 
ney tend toward “dinking” 
the ball - tipping it barely 
over the net, which, with a 
twist of the wrist, produces 
a little bounce. 

For the hardy and quick, 
pickleball is easy to learn. A 
good paddle costs around 
$70 and the ball $2. With 
portable nets and posts, 
players can set up a court 
on any hard surface for less 
than $300. 

Helen White, 61, is the Pick¬ 
leball Association’s ambas¬ 
sador for an area around 
Arlington, Virginia. Last 
year at the National Se¬ 
nior Games in Cleveland, 
she won a silver medal for 
her 60-to-65 women's age 
group. Retired from a web 
management job at AARP, 
White brings beginners to¬ 
gether with experienced 
picklers to learn and to 
play. “It’s all about living 
your passion,” she said.Q 



Esta Gladstone, right, with Margareta Bennett, play pickleball at the Heritage Hunt retirement community in Gainesville, Va.. Twice 
a week, Gladstone assembles players for two hours of doubles for the hybrid of racket and paddle sports that has become popular 
among seniors. 

(Drew Angerer/The New York Times) 











